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G 15 sumit may be over shadowed

Sai ful Azhar Abdullah in Jakarta

THE question frequently rai sed anong del egates to the G 15 summit in
Jakarta i s whet her next Wednesday is the appropriate tine to hold such
tal ks.

On that day while other G 15 | eaders are sitting with Indonesian
Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid to address these issues, |Indonesia' s House of
Representatives (DPR) will hold a plenary session to decide whether it
shoul d propose to the People's Consultative Assenbly (MPR) to hold a
speci al session to consider ousting their enbattled | eader.

Leaders of the 19 nenber nations are expected to go through gruelling
sessions of tal ks on that day and Thursday to di scuss perennial issue of
t he North-Sout h di vi de.

The main agenda is to find ways to bridge the digital divide which is
af fecting the progress of devel opi ng and | east devel oped countri es.

In the wake of the world's digital revolution, nmenber nations have begun
to realise that they will have to reconsider the way they conduct their
trade, investnent and other economic activities to keep pace with the fast
changi ng worl d where informati on and communi cati on technol ogi es pervade
every aspect of human |ives.

But many believe current political devel opnents in Indonesia have stol en
the thunder fromthe sunmit.

Yesterday , the hugely popul ar | ndonesi an Vi ce-Presi dent Megawat i
Soekarnoputri nmade her appearance at the opening of the G 15 private
sector neeting at the Jakarta Convention Centre, a kilometre away from
where the DPR s pl enary session woul d take place to decide Wahid's fate.

I ndonesi an Police Chief Gen Surojo Bimantaro had said he woul d be
depl oyi ng 4,500 joint security personnel to secure the venues where the
two nmaj or events woul d be taking place that day.

The venue of the G 15 summit has been pl aced under heavy security since
yesterday , six days before the arrival of the | eaders of the menber
nati ons.

Megawati set the pace for the sunmt when she called on the private
sector to work closely with governments to gain nastery of information and
comuni cati on t echnol ogy.

She poi nted out how hundreds of mllions of people in devel oping
countries, who were the victins of poverty, were | aggi ng behind the people
in devel oped nations due to their inability to master information and
conmuni cati on t echnol ogy.

Only five per cent of the six billion world popul ation, she said, really
had the capabilities arising fromtheir mastery and utilisation of
i nformati on.

However, the participation of 250 peopl e conprising bankers, business
| eaders, small and nmediumentreprise representatives as well as
professionals fromthe ICT fromall 19 countries of the G 15 pl easedt he
host .

"Their presence provides the nbst el oquent testinony to the inportance
attached to this event by countries both inside and outside the G 15,"
sai d organi sing comrittee chairman of the private sector neeting, Haryono
Eddyart o.

The participants spent six hours yesterday exchanging ideas and
experiences on crucial matters of nutual concern and interest to the G 15
private sector.



It concerned issues relating to snall and nedi umentreprises, trade
financing and | CT.

"We are not going to be a nenber of Nato - meaning No Action, Talk
Only," said Haryono at the neeting.

Three decl arations cane up fromthe nmeeting containing a nunber of
specific proposals for co-operation anong the G 15 countri es.

These declarations will be submtted to the | eaders for consideration on
Wednesday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will arrive here on
Tuesday. He is anong ei ght heads of governnent to |l ead their del egations
to the summ t.

O her heads of governnment or state who will attend the talks are from
Al geria, Senegal, N geria, Venezuel a, Zi nbabwe and Janui ca.

Col unbi a, Iran, Sri Lanka, Peru, Mexico, Egypt, Kenya, India, Chile,
Brazil and Argentina will either be represented by their deputy |eaders or
Foreign M nisters.
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