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G 15: A platformto pool resources

"YQU cannot conpare the G 15 with the other nore advanced groupi ng. They
| ack the financial backing necessary to see through projects and
resolutions,” said one del egate to the recent Group of 15 sunmmit.

That suns up the state of the groupi ng of devel opi ng nations that first
appeared on the international stage 12 years ago.

But that does not nean that the groupi ng which now enconpasses 19
nations fromAsia, Africa and Latin Anerica has no relevance in the fast-
paced i nternational politics and econom ¢ devel opments.

On the contrary, the groupi ng has shown sone stam na that has defiedits
critics.

Lacki ng financial support that is nornally associated with nore
aggressive groupings |like the Asia-Pacific Econonic Cooperation (Apec) and
Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations (Asean), G 15 plays a vital role
as a tal k-shop.

"It"s inportant to talk. That is the key to buil ding consensus," said Dr
John Mangudya from Zi nbabwe, one of the del egates at the 11th sunmt which
ended in the tense I ndonesian capital.

To drive hone his point, he enphasi sed that, otherw se, devel oped
econom ¢ and politic cooperation groupings |ike the Goup of 8 (G8) would
not be nmeeting so regularly to come to comon grounds on various issues
affecting the world.

"The G 15 provides a platformfor devel oping nations to pool their
resources to face the nore devel oped nations ininportant international
negotiations that will ultimately affect each and every country," said
John who represented t he Commer ci al Bank of Zi mbabwe.

When asked on the rel evance of the grouping to continue to exist, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmmad al so hi ghlighted a simlar
ar gurent .

The Prime Mnister, one of the proponents of the G 15 novenent, noted
that the smaller grouping was initiated to act as a nucl eus to the bigger,
and nore unwi el dy, Group of 77, which today conprises nore than 100
nations.

"The G 15 acts like a Cabinet," Dr Mahathir said. "It is easier to cone
to some sort of consensus here."

And consensus i s vital for devel oping nations that will be noving into
t he next round of tal ks of the World Trade Organi sation (WO int Doha,
Qatar, in five nonths.

The tal ks are inportant as they are destined to have a big inmpact on
gl obal trading patterns.

Si x years ago, the WIO concl usi ons in what is known as the Uruguay Round
had pl aced devel opi ng nations in a quandry. They had got thensel ves
entangl ed, voluntarily, into agreements that |ater seened to suffocate
t hem

The WIOis the only gl obal international organisation dealing with the
rul es of trade between nations. At its heart are the WO agr eenent s,
negoti ated and signed by the bul k of the world's tradi ng nati ons and
ratified in their parlianents.

Venezuel an Presi dent Hugo Chavez who al so attended the summit, nade a
clear call for unity: "W have to unite, there are no other options".

The call was echoed by his counterpart fromZi nbabwe, Robert Miugabe, who
noted that the devel oped world is dominated by the G8 countries



conprising of devel oped nations |ike the US and Japan.

Descri bing the G 8, Miugabe who had attended practically all G 15
summits, said that the devel oped nati ons groupi ng sees thensel ves "as
owners of other people's |ands and countries, masters over other people
and subj ugat ors of other peoples' cultures and civilisations".

"For as long as this has |l asted, the devel oped worl d has been too ready
toregard all this a natural or divine order."

Cast into the role of tal k-shop, it begs answer to one inportant
guestion: Does it have a future?

Dr Mangudya bel i eves that, besides being a forumto exchange vi ews and
buil d consensus, it has other practical purposes, as well.

Pressed for a concrete exanple, he shared the benefits that he had
gained fromattending the sunmt. He had attended an earlier sunmt sone
years ago in the role of a central banker.

"I ve managed to seal aninitial agreenent with an | ndonesi a bank for a
two-way cooperation. Such cooperations can only be sealed with face-to-
face contacts," he said.

The G 15 sunmmit, usually preceded by a neeting of the private sector,
trade and economic mnisters and t hen sessi ons by foreign m nisters, has
partly made that possible for Dr Mangudya to arrange for the agreenent.

"This forumbrings together the many pl ayers in devel opi ng countries. It
is important for us to put a face to a nanme. In business, it helps in
bui I di ng trust and confidence," he said.

He enmphasi sed that such small begi nnings can | ead to bi gger and nore
fruitful arrangenents, with the devel oping countries abletoincrease
direct trade anong thensel ves.

In that sense, the cause that had | ong been chanpi oned by | eaders I|ike
Dr Mahat hir, who had hinmself attended all previous G 15 summits, seens
destined to bear fruit.
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