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Akar - Sayonara (News Focus)
GUESSI NG GAME OVER AKAR |'S OVER

By: Newnond Ti bin

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 20 (Bernamm) -- The uncertainty over the future of
t he Angkat an Keadil an Rakyat (Akar) has come to a dramatic end with its
menbers bi ddi ng "sayonara" to the 12-year-old party and applying to join
Umo en bl oc here today.

Before this, it was unclear as to what direction its president Datuk
Pandi kar Amin Milia was heading after the del egates at the party's congress
| ast year gave himthe nandate to decide the future direction of the party.

It was widely specul ated then that Akar, one of the Sabah Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) component parties, m ght close shop but it did not
materialise inmediately.

Instead, three nonths later, in what is seen as a change of stand,
Pandi kar Amin threw back the dice to the nenbers of the supreme council to
make the final decision.

That was seen as a signal that the party m ght not be dissol ved or
cl ose shop after all and since then, the issue becane a guessing gane for
everbody particularly the poltical pundits.

In fact, before the congress on Nov 25, |ast year, the Akar president
had said that "politics is the art of the possible".

True enough Pandi kar Ami n's pendul um of opi nion has swng in favour of
di ssol uti on.

"After giving it serious thought for nmonths, | conveyed ny decision (to
di ssolve) to the del egates yesterday," he said in his speech at the Akar
speci al assenbly here.

He said the decision was reached after taking into account all factors
including the party's strength in Sabah

"The Akar struggle had been like sailing in the high seas with all its
chal | enges and as the trusted captain, | have the responsibility to ensure
that the cargo safely reached its destination,” he said.

"I am aware and acknow edge that the expertise of the "Pandikar
Kanpung" the captain is linmted. Hence we have to be in a big ship or party
to ensure the future of its nmenbers," he said.

The much-awai ted deci sion was officially announced by Prime Mnister
and BN Chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad when opening the Akar
assenbl y.

Dr Mahathir al so wel comed former Akar nmenbers including the Chinese to
join Umo, the backbone of the government of the day. Later, the Prine
M ni ster received the nmenbership applications fromthemto join Umo.

Wth the eclipse of Akar in the Sabah political arena, the Sabah BN
conmponent strength is reduced to eight with Umo being the pillar as was
evident in the [ast state election

The ot her Sabah BN conponent parties are Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah
(PBRS), Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP), Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP),

Uni ted Pasok Monogun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation (UPKO), Cerakan, MCA
and MC.

Akar, whi ch had nore than 30,000 nenbers, was founded in Septenber 1989
by former | eaders of the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) including Pandi kar Am n.

The ot hers being former Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Mark Kodi ng, Datuk
Dr Jeffry Kitingan, Datuk Kal akau Untol and Datuk George Sangki n.

Inits 12 years of existence, the party won only one seat, Tenpasuk, in
the 1994 state el ection. The Tenpasuk assenbl yman Pandi kar Amin, was then
made State M nister of Agriculture and Fisheries.



Pandi kar did not seek re-election in Tenpasuk in the |last state
el ection and gave way to an Umo candi date. He was then nade a senator and
the Prime Mnister included himin the Federal Cabinet as Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Speaking to reporters |later, Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
sai d Pandi kar's decision to dissolve the party and its nmenbers joi ni ng Umo
en bloc was appropriate as it would contribute to unity.

On Umo's readi ness to accept non-Bum puteras into its fold, the Chief
Mnister said,"W leave it to Umo and |I'm sure the party has the mechani sm
to deal with this matter. If they want to join Umo en-bloc...we wel cone
themand if they join other conponent parties they are free to do so."

Several other Sabah BN conponent party |eaders al so echoed the sanme
sentinents.

PBRS president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup said Akar's dissolution was done
for the good of the party.

"However, 1'd like to stress here that PBRS s door is always open for
any nenber of the party who wants to join us," he said.

SAPP President Datuk Yong Teck Lee said Umo's wllingness to accept
Chinese into the party would not affect the Chinese-based BN conmponent
parties but instead it woul d make BN grow even stronger.

Yong sai d Pandi kar Amin's decision to dissolve Akar was expected
because the speculation to that effect had been around for quite sone tine.

"Mal aysia is a denocratic country and Akar is free to decide its
future,” Yong said.

UPKO Secretary Ceneral Datuk Wences Anggang concurred with Yong sayi ng
UPKO respected the decision of the Akar Supreme Council .
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