08/ 11/ 2001

Gus Dur: Thank God there're no huge protests here

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Fornmer | ndonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid arrived
today and called on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at the
Prime Mnister's office here.

They had a 45-m nute neeting where they discussed current devel opnents
including the United States-led retaliatory strikes on Afghani stan and the
reaction of the people in both countries.

"Thank God, in Malaysia there are no | arge-scal e denonstrati ons over the
matter...just one or two.

"I'f they are held in such a |large scale, then investors will not cone,
tourists will stay away," said Abdurrahman, popularly known as Gus Dur,
after the neeting.

Abdurrahman, escorted by his daughter Yenni and the | ndonesian
anbassador to Mal aysia Hadi Wayarabi, said that Dr Mahathir told himthat
certainly npst people disagreed to the bombi ngs but the reaction to such
action shoul d be restrained.

Abdurrahman, acconpanied on his visit here by his wife, Sinta Nuriyah,
| eaves for home tonmorrow. He said the call on Dr Mahathir was nade out of
respect for the Prinme Mnister.

Abdurrahman said he wote to Dr Mahathir recently to informhimthat he
was attending a sem nar in Langkawi in January next year and wi shed to
call on himduring the visit. Dr Mahathir in his reply stated that he was
wel core.

Asked earlier about the neeting, Dr Mahathir said it was at
Abdurrahman' s request.

"l had, before, told himthat anytime he wants to cone to Ml aysia, he
i s wel cone.

"W have no quarrel with anyone, so why not?" he said after a | uncheon
tal k organi sed by the Asean Council on Petrol eum
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