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HARD TRAI NI NG PAYS OFF FOR MALAYSI AN TOP GUNS

LANGKAW , Cct 12 (Bernanmm) -- They are conbat pilots. One teamis given
a 10-day notice and another team a nonth's notice. Their mission is to put
up an aerobatic show.

They are fromthe 18th Squadron of the Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF)
based in Butterworth, which flies F/A 18D Hornet fighter jets, and the 19th
Squadron based in Kuantan with M G 29N fighter jets.

"This is the first time we have to put up an aerobatic show W
performed aerial display only in the previous Lima," the MG team | eader,

Lt Kol Kamal ruzaman Mohamed Ot hnman tol d Bernama at the Langkaw
International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition (Lima '01), here.

He said that actually there was not nuch difference between perform ng
an aerobatic show and doing their routine work.

"The only difference is that it involves a lot of risk as there are
many | evels and aircraft at the same tine," he said.

"We used to fly the Russian-nmade M G far from each other but here we
have to fly with just three netres for wing clearance at one stage.

Even during the merger nmanoeuvres, where two aircraft conme from
different directions, they are just 10m away from each other at the neeting
point," he said.

Lt Kol Kamal ruzaman said the team practised for about an hour a day for
t he past one nonth before putting up the show.

Six MGs took part and anong the formations they put up were the Criss
Cross (two aircraft crossing each other), |oop nmerge, oblique, box (four
aircraft flying in dianond shape) and vertical bonburst (four aircraft
split into different directions fromthe vertical direction).

Kol Jusof Enmbong, the team | eader of the American-made Hornet, said his
si x team nenbers had sonme basic aerobatic skills although they were fighter
pil ots.

"We planned on the ground and execute on the air after getting the
10-day notice," said Kol Jusof who has been flying for al nost 30 years and
has cl ocked about 6,000 hours of flying.

"We are not the Thunderbirds or the Red Arrows. W perforned sinple
sequences, " he said.

Al t hough both teans are not the Thunderbirds or the Red Arrows, the
show they put up really thrilled the crowd, including Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

"I amreally inpressed by their performances,” Dr Mahathir yesterday.
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