15/ 11/ 2001

Hari Raya national celebrations to be in JB

KUALA LUVMPUR, Wed. - The national-1evel celebration for Hari Raya this
year will be held in Johor Baru to woo tourists from Si ngapore.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
today the nove was tinely as Singapore had been an avid supporter of
Mal aysia's touri smindustry.

"We are working at getting the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah or the acting Yang D -Pertuan Agong Sultan M zan Zai na
Abi di n Shah to grace the occasi on.

"El sewhere, plans are afoot to stage next year's national -leve
celebration for the Chinese New Year in the Kinta Valley in Perak," he
told a Press conference at the Federal Government's Deepavali 2001 open
house in |Istana Budaya in Jal an Tun Razak.

Al so present were Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and wife
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Abdul Kadir's deputy, Datuk Dr Ng Yen
Yen, Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Deputy Mnister Datuk S
Subr amani am and Housi ng and Local Governnent Deputy M nister Datuk M
Kayveas.

Abdul Kadir said this year's open house for Christmas was likely to be
held in the Federal capital

"However, we are still discussing the venue with non-governnent al
organi sations."

The Cabi net had agreed in Decenber |ast year that the six ngjor
festivals in Mal aysia woul d be celebrated nationally with a viewto
pronoting solidarity anmong the people and tourism

They are Hari Raya Puasa, Chinese New Year, Deepavali, Christmas, the
Sarawak Gawai Festival and the Pesta Keamatan (Sabah Harvest Festival).

The i naugural "Rumah Ter buka Ml aysi a 2001" was hel d at |stana Budaya on
Jan 7 this year to celebrate Hari Raya.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, who opened the Deepavali 2001 open house, was
gi ven the honour of cutting Malaysia' s |ongest tosai, which nmeasured three
netres.

A group of 40 Russian tour agents and nedi a representatives al so took
the opportunity to greet Dr Mahathir with a banner that read "W Love
Mal aysi a".
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