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Ng- Open House
"MALAYSI A OPEN HOUSE" | N PENANG FOR THE CHI NESE NEW YEAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 22 (Bernamm) -- Spurred by the success of the
"Ml aysi a Open House" held here on Jan 6 in conjunction with the recent
Hari Raya festival, the Culture, Arts and Tourism Mnistry will hold
anot her open house but for the Chinese New Year in Penang.

Its deputy nminister, Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen said the open house in Penang
woul d adopt a different concept where it would be nore carnival or street
party in atnmosphere.

It would be held al ong Jal an Cannon, Lebuh Pantai and Leboh Arnmeni an on
Feb 4 between 5pm and 1lpmw th the splendid display of |lion dances by a
Worl d Lion Dance Conpetition wi nner, she told a news conference at her
of fice, here today.

Dr Ng said the open house woul d provide foreign tourists the
opportunity to experience a peaceful and harnoni ous soci ety of Ml aysi a.

She said the event which would al so be hosted by Chief Mnister Tan Sri
Dr Koh Tsu Koon was expected to attract over 20,000 tourists.

She said some 2,500 of them would also be feted to a free reception by
the mnistry while others would have to get food and drink coupons for the
various stalls set up and nanaged by the local tourismauthorities,

of fering "l aksa Penang", "popia", "pasenbor" and "ais kacang istinmewa".

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Deputy Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and cabinet ministers will be the guests
of honour.

On anot her devel opnment, Dr Ng said the Imrgration Departnment woul d
provide two special |anes for the conveni ence of sonme 12,000 Chinese
tourists, arriving on 40 chartered flights from Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan
and China in conjunction with the Chinese New Year.

"Many of themwill be staying in Ml aysia for at |east four nights and
we hope all those involved in the tourismindustry such as imrgration and
custons personnel, hotel operators, taxi drivers and souvenir shops to work
together in providing the best service," she said.
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