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HEALTH M NI STRY PROPOSES TO BETTER UNDERSTAND FATWA ON Al DS

KOTA TINGE, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- The Health Mnistry proposes to better
understand the fatwa of the Johor Islamc Affairs Council which nakes it
mandatory for Miuslinms to undergo H V/ AIDS screeni ng before getting narried
ef fecti ve Novenber this year

He said the mnistry had just heard about the requirenment and needed
conplete informati on on the proposal by the state governnent, he said after
attendi ng the | aunching of the National Adol escent Health Policy by Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi at Bandar Penawar near
here.

Chua said his mnistry realised that the Johor Governnent's nove
reflected its deep concern for the future of the children born of couples
one of whom could be H V/ AIDS affected.

He said this when asked to comment on the Johor Governnent's proposa
to have this H V/AIDS test.

On the facilities for such tests and the cost involved, Chua said his
mnistry previously had a special allocation for this, particularly for
pregnant womnen.

"Di scussions will be continued with all relevant agencies and | will
get the views of the Director-Ceneral of Health to see if we had the
capacity to carry out the tests," he said.

On the National Adolescent Health Service to be introduced in health
clinics nationwi de next year, Chua said the programme had been recogni sed
by the Wrld Health O ganisation (VWHO) .

So far a total of 169 health clinics had this programe and a total of
350, 000 adol escents already had this service and counselling, he added.

Meanwhi | e the President of the Ml aysi an Aids Council Datin Paduka
Mari na Mahathir said the inplenentation of the Fatwa on Johor Mislins
needed to be reviewed as it would give rise to many problnms if enforced.

She said this when asked to conmment on newsreports that Muslinms in
Johor wi shing to get married shoul d undergo H V/ Al DS screeni ng effective
Nov 13.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said the fatwa i ssued by
the Johor Islanmc Affairs Departnent would cover all Mislins including
t hose who converted to Islamrecently.

According to Marina many problens would arise if the fatwa was
i npl enent ed because several issues had not been fully studied by the Johor
Heal t h Depart nent.

"I think Jabatan Kesi hatan (Health Departnent) has not presented the
conpl ete fact and the epidem ol ogical analysis is poor. And the basis of
this fatwa i s based on that poor analysis," she told a news conference
here.

Mari na said anong the itenms that should be given attention was the
guestion of the w ndow period, whereby Mislim couples, under the fatwa,
shoul d undergo the HHV/ AIDS tests only three nonths before the date of
marri age.

"If a person is still within the wi ndow period, the virus cannot be
detected in his body. W need to wait three or six nonths to get an
accurate result,"” she said.

She said if a person was tested before the w ndow period, he would test
negati ve.

"This is dangerous. The purpose of protecting the couple will be



defeated and if they get married and then one of themis found HV
positive, who is going to take the responsibility?" she said.

She al so spoke about "rapid tests" where the result could be obtained
within 15 mnutes but if a person had active antibodies, the test would
give a reactive result where it could not be ascertained if the person was
H V positive or otherw se.

She said further confirmati on should be obtained via "Elisa Testing."

She felt that the Johor Health Departnment had no provisions to confirm
reactive results.

Marina said this was a big i ssue because a reactive person should not
be assuned to have contracted the virus w thout confirmation

She said the Aids Council had no problemover the inplenentation of the

fatwa but was nerely being rational as it was not based on "good.... sound
scientific basis".
"No problemw th the aimof the Religious Affairs Departnent..... we

al so have the sane aimbut only fromthe aspect of inplenentation there are
so many unanswered questions that need to be irond out so that there wll

not be any negative effects...... with the aimof it all not being
realised.”
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