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HELP RAI SE SCCl O- ECONOM C STATUS OF WORKERS, SAYS PALAN VEL

PETALI NG JAYA, March 25 (Bernama) -- Snmall estate owners nust work
hand-i n-hand with the governnent and assune a nore neani ngful and effective
role in uplifting the soci o-econom ¢ status of their workers, Rural
Devel opnent Deputy M nister Datuk G Pal anivel said today.

"The government is doing all it can to bring about changes at these
estates but estate owners thensel ves should do nore to uplift the status of
their workers," he said.

He said the governnent through various mnistries provided basic
anmeni ties, infrastructure and other facilities for the benefit of workers
through a RMLOO million governnent grant allocated solely for the upgrading
of the estate sector.

"But small estate owners should be receptive and cone forward to
provide information if there is a need for sonmething...it is very
di sheartening to note that sonme owners are not even bothered to bring about
changes for the betternent of their workers,” he told reporters after
opening the M C Sel angor Wanita 16th Annual Convention, here.

Pal ani vel, who is also M C vice-president and M C Sel angor chairman
said the mnistry sometines could not get the cooperation of small estate
owners to even provide |land for social projects |like reading roons and
recreation centres.

"They just refuse to cooperate...even asking them (small estate owners)
to indentify the hardcore poor is too difficult for them (to do)," he
added.

He said estate owners stood to benefit as productivity would inprove if
the status of the estate conmunity was all evi at ed.

Pal ani vel al so said although the governnent was not naking it nmandatory
for estate owners to cooperate, they should do it on their own accord.

Meanwhi | e, the Sel angor M C Wanita head, Komal a Krishna Morthy, said
the state wanita wi ng woul d | aunch a programme cal |l ed " Qut- Reach"
targetted at secondary school girls and female factory workers.

"W intend to hold semnars for them in snall batches, to find out the
probl ens they face and draw up an action plan to tackle their wes," she
sai d.

She said the wanita wing has already witten to the newy forned Wnen
and Fami |y Development Mnistry to informits mnister, Datuk Shahrizat
Abdul Jalil of their intention

"W will also need assistance fromthe mnistry to solve the probl ens
faced by this group (schoolgirls and fermal e factory workers)," she added.

At the convention today, the MC Sel angor Wanita tabl ed and passed six
resol utions, two of which was to show undivi ded support for Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

O her resolutions include urging the governnent to actively pronote
nati onal unity, to provide nore | ow cost houses irrespective of race, to
upgrade Tami | schools and equip themw th nore conputers.
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