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Hel pi ng the needy get governnent aid

Mari na Emmranuel

PENANG, Thurs. - Dissenination of information on governnment aid schenes
and how the public can tap into funds and ot her forns of assistance, is
contained in a panphlet which is being distributed to targeted groups
nati onw de.

The M nistry of Rural Devel opment has printed 10, 000 panphl ets which
contain details of seven schenes available fromfour mnistries for those
in need of assistance.

"There have been cases where mllions of ringgit neant for the people
have been not spent," Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Azm Khalid said
t oday.

Azm said this was sinply because information had not reached the target
groups, and officers in the rel evant departnents and State Assenbl ynen
were either confused or |ack information.

"So long as information is witheld, these funds will only remain as
funds. "

The panphl ets give details |ike contact nunbers, how to obtain necessary
forns and i nformati on on schenes, seed grants and programes avail abl e
fromthe Agriculture, Primary Resources, Entreprenuer Devel opnent and
Rur al Devel opment M nistries.

The panphl ets have, for a start, been distributed to rubber snall hol ders
in the country.

"Copi es have al so been sent to State Assenblymen and we will be printing
more and circulating themto certain target groups such as governnent
departnents and el ected representative who may need further details on
certain projects,” he said after |aunching an Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an
wor kshop for the ministry and its rel ated Federal and State agencies at
Hot el Equatori al .

Al so present was Datuk | skandar Dzakurnai n Badaruddi n, director-genera
of the Econom ¢ Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

The two-day event, which ends tonmorrow, is being attended by 200
partici pants.

It is aimed at formulating strategies, through dial ogues, in
i mpl ementi ng progranmes under the Eighth Malaysia Plan and the RW4. 3
billion stinmulus package announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad thi s week.

He al so said that a revanp of the mnistry would include the setting up
of an inspectorate to ensure the snooth and efficient running of
departnents, agencies and subsidiaries under its purview.

"Even Kemas ki ndergartens will cone under reviewto neet current needs
of pre-school educati on.

"W need to maintain efficiency in all areas, ranging fromfinancial
reporting to managenent practices."

Azm said the Governnment's package for imediate spending in a bid to
cushi on the inpact of a gl obal econom c sl owdown would yield favourabl e
results if government agencies were to settle paynent with their
contractors and suppliers i mediately.

"Six months is far too long," he said.
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