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"M suari nmay be sent to another country'

Debor ah Loh
PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Renegade Mbro National Liberation Front |eader Nur
M suari may be sent to another country if the Philippines was still not

ready to take hi mback, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi sai d today.

He said this would be studied in the light of Manila's delay in setting
a deadline for his deportation.

M suari, arrested near Sandakan on Nov 24, faces a charge of rebellion
for allegedly instigating a revolt in the southern Philippines.

"It is a possibility that we will discuss thoroughly.

"However, we won't force anyone to take him" Abdull ah said, adding that
he knew of no other country at this tine which would accept the forner
governor of the Autononmpus Regi on of Muslim M ndananao.

Abdul I ah, who is also Home Mnister, reiterated Malaysia's readiness to
deport Msuari, as stated by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
on Friday.

"What the PMsaid that day ... that remains our stand," Abdullah told
reporters after attending the Home M nistry nmonthly assenbly.

"Since President Arroyo has said that they will take hi mback, then they
shoul d qui ckly do so."

Mal aysia was still waiting for "green light" fromthe Philippines to
deport Msuari, 61. He was being detained at an undi scl osed | ocation for
illegally entering the country.

Meanwhile, in Manila, AFP reports that the Philippines says it was ready
to take custody of M suari

"There is no problemwith that and we are ready to take hi mback, "
Arroyo's national security adviser Roilo Golez said over DZRHradio in
Mani | a.

"W just wanted to nmake sure that Malaysia finishes its investigation
before we tal k. "

Yest erday, Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai said M suar
could be held here for 30 days under the | aw

He said police investigations had found no |ink between Nur M suari and
the Abu Sayyaf ki dnappings in Sabah | ast year and the Kunpulan MIitan
Mal aysi a.

On Dec 5, Abdullah said the delay in deporting Msuari was due to the
Phi | i ppi nes governnent's "hesi stancy".

On Dec 7, Arroyo in Manila said the country would "be ready for M suari
upon a nutual | y- agr eed- upon peri od".

M suari has filed a petition with the United Nations H gh Commi ssi oner
for Refugees seeking asylum His |awer, Elly Panmatong, was quoted as
saying that it was now for the UNHCR to find a country which will take
M suari .
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