29/ 05/ 2001
Her cul ean task awaits coaches

Loganat h Vel | oo

SI X national junior squad players were anong the 24 nanes sel ected by the
Mal aysi an Hockey Federation (WMHF) for the Asian Under-18 Youth Hockey
Chanpi onship in I poh on June 1-10.

The pl ayers assenbled for their first training session yesterday, just
four days before the tournanent proper, to fight for places in the fina
squad.

Head coach Zul kifli Abbas and his assistants V. Maniumand K Rajan wi ||
nane the final 18 today, with many pl ayers, especially the top four teans
in the Junior League still hungry for another chall enge despite just
finishing a strenous season

It will be a hercul ean task for the coaches to get the players to click
together as a teamin such a short period of tine as nost of themare
still inexperienced at the international stage.

However, MHF's nove in identifying talented players fromthe junior
| eague and exposing themat a higher |evel of conpetition should be I auded
as it provides depth and a | arger pool of talents to choose fromin the
country.

Mal aysia i s grouped together with defendi ng chanpi ons | ndia, Oman,
Brunei and Singapore in Group A while Bangl adesh, Taiwan, Japan,
Uzbeki st an and tournanent favourites Korea nake up G oup B.

The final squad | eaves for |poh on Wednesday, two days before their
openi ng mat ch agai nst Oran at the Azl an Shah Stadi um

The National Under-18 selection - Goal keepers: Mbhanmad Firdaus Razal
(Nat. Juniors), Mohammad Fitri Abdul Aziz (Anderson), Mhanad Mahathir
Thayin (MPPJ); Defenders: Norhisham Shaari, Zarit Zainal (Bukit Jalil),
Abdul Shukor Adam (Mal acca MC), Engku Abdul W©Mal ek Mohamad ( Bandar
Penawar); M dfiel ders: Abbas Nekmat (Bukit Jalil), M Jivan Mhan, Azl an
M sron, P.Prabahkaran (Nat. Juniors), Mihamuad Shukri Mitalib (Bandar
Penawar), Mhamad Supi an Muhanmmad (Pahang SC), Nor Azi zan Abdul Ran
(Ander son); Forwards: Mhamad Fai rus Hansani, Mohaned | zwan Hassan ( Nat.
Juni ors), Mhamad Fakhrul razi Baharudi n, JR Shakaravarthy (Bandar
Penawar), Mhanmed Redzuan Nasir (Ml acca MC), |kmal Abdul Jabar (MPPJ),
Kamar udi n Rahman, Mhanmed Shahrun Nabil (TNB), K. Mano Raj (S.Perai M),

S. Sel var aj u (Anderson).
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