24/ 01/ 2001

Honouring our traditions

TODAY is the start of the Lunar New Year festivities. As Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad observed in his Chi nese New Year nessage,
this year's celebration is sonmewhat special because it is the first nmgjor
celebration of the newmnillenniumfor us in Mal aysia. W | ook forward to a
har nmoni ous and a fruitful Year of the Snake.

Irrespective of what the fortune-tellers would say about the new | unar
year, we nust resolve to do our best for ourselves, our famlies and our
country. There are many chal |l enges to tackle as we meander through the
uncharted territory of the 21st Century. Anpng other things, we nust equip
oursel ves with new know edge and skills to enbrace the Know edge Econony.
We have been told that the newnmillenniumis unforgiving to those who are
unwi I ling to change

As we strive to inprove ourselves we nust not forget the positive
aspects of our cultures, however. The Lunar New Year, as with other mgjor
cel ebrations in Malaysia, is an occasion when tradition forns the
centrepi ece of nerrymaki ng. These are nonments when custons are observed to
the letter and a breach in the observance of any of these customs will
bring displeasure fromelders that will linger throughout the year.

Yet while many cheerfully go through the rituals and the custons, a
growi ng nunber of Mal aysi ans are growi ng up i gnorant of what the
traditions in their respective cultures are about or what they were
originally neant to comenorate. Let us try to |earn nore about our own
cultures and those of our nei ghbours each tinme we observe a tradition of
great significance.

As we visit with friends during this season of cheer, let us find out
why Mandarin oranges are exchanged or why hong bao are given to the young
or, why Mal aysi an Chi nese are encouraged to stay up to greet the new day
on the eve of New Year's Day.

By nmaki ng a conscious effort to find out about the cultura
sensitivities of our friends and nei ghbours, we are keeping alive the
| egacy of our founding fathers - to |live harnoni ously and productively
together. W nust continue to utilise our diversity positively. W have
built a firmfoundation of nutual understanding and trust. Sure, there are
rough edges to snoothen out but hiccups are part and parcel of any
relationship. The inportant thing is, as the Prime Mnister noted, every
Mal aysian is free to speak his or her own | anguage and practice his or her
culture and religion freely.

In multi-cultural Malaysia, there are nunmerous festive occasions to
enjoy and even nore events with diverse traditions and custons to honour
Rapi d nodernisation is propelling us forward at a pace whi ch does not
al ways all ow us to pause and reflect upon the whys and wherefores of tine-
honoured practices. Qccasions |ike Chinese New Year are a good tine to
stop and think why we do the things we do on festive days.

At Chinese New Year, as with other festivities that we celebrate, it is
arare famly that does not nake sone attenpt at a reunion. Chinese
Mal aysi ans are not the only ones naking the balik kanpung rush. Non-

Chi nese Mal aysi ans are al so taki ng advantage of the holiday season to be
with their famlies. The balik kanpung tradition and the uni quely
Mal aysi an open houses nmake us feel grateful for being who we are. W wi sh
our Chinese friends a prosperous Year of the Snhake.

( END)






	Honouring our traditions (NST 24/01/2001)

