04/ 09/ 2001

Hope for end to thorny issues

SI NGAPORE Seni or M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew s four-day visit to Mal aysia
heral ds another step forward in bilateral ties and, hopefully, will |ead
to a solution of the contentious issues between the two countries. He is
scheduled to meet Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad | ater

t oday.

This nmeeting of the m nds between the two statesnen and contenporari es,
bot h of whom have contributed so nuch to the devel opnent and direction of
their countries, also provides a good opportunity for an exchange of views
on world events, especially the slow ng econony, and what steps we can
take to weather it.

The contentious issues, of which there are five, relate to the sale of
wat er to Singapore, disagreenent over the Points of Agreenment for the
devel opnent of railway | and owned by Keretapi Tanah Mel ayu Bhd, the status
of the Custons, Inmigration and Quarantine facilities at Tanjong Pagar,
the use of Mal aysian air space by the Singapore Air Force and Si ngapore
Central Provident Fund withdrawal s by peninsul ar Ml aysi ans who had wor ked
in the republic.

For one reason or another, they have been |l eft unresolved for far too
| ong al though there was a di scussion of these in general terns during
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi's visit to
Si ngapore in February this year. Nowis a good tine to put themsquarely
back on the table. The neeting between Lee and Dr Mahathir may just be the
key to break the inpasse which has benefited no one. Wth resol ve and
goodwi I I, the solution could be just a handshake away. The nitty-gritty
can be worked out later.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar struck an upbeat note when
he expressed the hope that Lee's visit would hel p patch up whatever
differences there are between the two countries and bring us cl oser
towards a permanent sol ution to the issues.

Invariably, in matters such as these which affect national interests,
enotions and sentiments will be aroused. Less harping on the differences
and nore on what unites us will reduce the tendency of these feelings
bei ng compounded. Instead, enphasis should be given to the positive side
of the relationship in trade and i nvestnents, especially at a tine when
the economic downturn in the United States is having an inmpact on Asian
econom es with which the USis their major trading partner.

Qut st andi ng probl ens, |left unresolved, will affect future generations.
An accomodati ng stance which incorporates the interests of both sides
will result inawn-win situation. And Singapore can afford to be
accommodating, considering that Malaysia's stability has, to sone extent,
created the environment for it to grow and prosper

I ndeed, putting the issues behind us will also pave the way for a smart
partnership i n subsequent endeavours. More so when conmuni cation |ines
have been established between senior officials of both countries to enable
themto understand perspectives and sensitivities first hand.

Consi dering our shared history, the nany comonalities that bind us in
the social, cultural and religious context and our reliance on each ot her
al beit the conpetition in trade and i nvestnent, the issues should not be
allowed to be a thorn in our relations. The priority is on long-term
bilateral ties, for the reality is that when the baton passes on, good
relations nust continue to flourish, especially anong the young generation



of | eaders.
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