04/ 10/ 2001

Hopes for better ties

US President George W Bush's tel ephone call to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Monday to thank Mal aysia for its support of
Anerica's effort to conbat terrorismcould herald the dawn of warmer
bilateral ties which have been prickly in recent years.

Both | eaders will discuss global terrorismwhen they neet during the
Asi a- Paci fic Econom ¢ Co-operation forummeeting schedul ed for Cct 20 and
21 in Shanghai. That Bush sought out Dr Mahathir for talks on the issue is
a recognition that Mal aysia can nake a contribution, given its own
experience in dealing with terrorismand its standing in the Islamc
worl d. The neeting will give the two nen an opportunity to know each ot her
and al so share their views and concerns about other devel opnents,

i ncl uding the world econony.

The Sept 11 terrorist attacks on New York and WAshi ngton have dealt a
serious blowto the US economy which was teetering on the edge of
recessi on even before then. The cold, which nany countries caught earlier,
may turn into pneunonia. W are naturally concerned.

Mal aysi a' s experience in crushing the Comruni st terrorist insurgency in
the early years and the recent neasures taken to check the threat posed by
mlitants are useful |essons that we can share with the US. Bush's
reiteration that action nobilised against terrorismis not a war agai nst
| sl am has set a positive tone.

Cl ose ties between Kual a Lunmpur and WAshi ngton are inportant to our
devel oprment and wel | - bei ng. Some 20 per cent of our exports go to the
United States which is Malaysia's largest trading partner. In turn,

Mal aysia is Arerica' s 12th largest custoner in terns of inports. American
foreign direct investnents in Malaysia totalled about US$5 billion between
1995 and 2000. It is hardly surprising then that businessnmen and t hose who
have special interests in Ml aysia want to see better ties, and they have
been taking their own initiatives to enhance them

Thousands of Mal aysi an students are pursuing higher education in the US
and many have graduated from Anerican universities and coll eges. W enj oy
close relations in the area of defence and security. However, Mal aysia has
al ways spoken its mind on matters affecting its interests. It will not
brook any attenpt by any country to interfere in its donestic affairs.

In the international arena, we have been steadfast in championing the
cause of the poor and inpoverished countries. W have criticised and wl|l
continue to criticise injustices perpetuated agai nst our fellow human
bei ngs everywhere. W were in the forefront in the fight against
apartheid. Wt share in the pains of the Palestinians and the Iragis who
are suffering fromecononm c sancti ons.

Rel ati ons between Mal aysia and the US have al ways been strong in the
area of trade and investnent, but on the political front, the going was
bunpy during fornmer US President Bill Cinton's term Various quarters
including political parties and non-governmental organisations have bl amed
the US for nmeddling in Malaysia's internal affairs. Forner US Vice-
President Al Gore's call to Malaysians to take to the street was the | ast
straw. Last year, Ml aysia protested to the US for naking statements
questioning the integrity of Malaysia's judiciary. Follow ng changes to
Washi ngton's administration earlier this year, however, Dr Mahathir had
expressed hopes for inproving ties. |Indeed, we should | ook forward and
build our relations on the basis of two equal and soverei gn nations.
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