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How Umo can endure

Dr Zanbry Abd Kadir

ITis nmy personal conviction that if Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad were
asked about what he wants nost for Umo, the answer would be to see Umo
clean fromgraft and noney politics. | think this will be his nobst

menor abl e acconpl i shrent .

Dr Mahat hir has again shown his seriousness in conbating noney politics
in Umo, a nove wel coned by many, except those affected.

Si nce i ndependence, Umo has tirel essly worked for a uni que nati onal
political culture that remains the basis of our political nornms and
val ues.

However, progress and devel opnment and the pursuit of nodernisation and
i ndustrialisation are maki ng our society increasingly utilitarian and
geared towards market politics.

As a result, we are slowy noving towards enbraci ng market principles
that uphold the principle of maxi msation of profit. Individual actors in
the market are set to make profit by any and all nmeans. But then there is
the nost promising opportunity in nmaximsing profit, i.e. nerging
politics, business and bureaucracy.

Here man, as hono economcus, will find the best nodel for naximsing
profit. But while we take our econonic pleasure, as it were, we are in a
state of denial about the cohesiveness of the party.

Peopl e (sone may be opportunists) are keen to join the party as they
think Umo is a route to wealth. Projects, the award of tenders, and pink
forns are very enticing.

They are an exception to those Mal ays who sincerely contribute to the
party. Neverthel ess, we still have those whose future hinges upon Umo and
their desire to amass a fortune.

They will exert thenselves to get political positions, hoping that it
will pave the way to their dreamto be instantly rich. Holding positions
intheir respective divisions will help themto get "booty" in the various
mnistries, particularly in the Finance Mnistry.

The | ower strata, particularly those foll owers who are given overseas
incentives in various fornms by their "maestro”, will require continuous
treatnent even though the Umo divisional neeting is over

The el ected | eaders then feel the need to continue the "Medan and
Haadyai extravaganza", or noney and pieces of |and as prom sed before.

In the long run, Umo has to contend with a new cont agi ous di sease
spreadi ng through the rank and file. This disease creates further
confusion and indirectly weakens the party. One aspect of the confusion is
that they see the | eadership's wath over nbney politics as just another
"April fool" surprise

They do not believe that the Umo top | eadership is serious about
st anmpi ng out nmoney politics.

Second, they believe noney politics has becone part and parcel of an
Umo election. If you want to win, you have to use nobney, or else you will
| ose.

In their everyday formof expression they say bagi sal ah, tak bag
kal ah.

So the chall enge before everyone is sinple. Is it norally right to give
nmoney to ensure one's victory? They know t hat bribing nenbers is wong,
but what is the value of sin conpared to the victory?

Third, menbers should be bl aned for making thensel ves "tax collectors”.



If they find nore candidates vying for a post, they are nore than happy.
This is because they are likely to make nore noney. After all, they say,
this kind of season only comes once in three years.

Fourth, nmenbers are getting nore disillusioned with the criteriato
become an Umo | eader. There are sone who claimthat a | eader at the
divisional |evel must be rich. If he is not rich then he is not capabl e of
| eadi ng the division.

Being a visionary leader, | think Dr Mahat hir has already antici pated
what will happen to Umo once noney politics becomes ranpant. He believes
that if stern action is not taken, then the whole Umo structure will
crunble into history.

Hi story shows that nmaterial wellbeing is not sufficient to maintain the
party's strength. Umo nust continue with its distinct feature - to be
consistent inits jihad to fight what is wong and to uphold what is
right.

The course of the nation and the party will be determ ned by its belief,
synbol and val ues. These conponents will endure for generations. Let not
the parasites annihilate our persistent theme to try and ensure that our
peopl e live peaceful ly.
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