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Mahathir-Primtive
HUMAN CI VI LI SATION STILL PRI M Tl VE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 15 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
tonight the present civilisation is still primtive and at the |evel of the
St one Age because strength and ability are gauged by the ability to kil
nor e peopl e.

The prime mnister said sonme people felt this way because now if a

country could kill nore people than another country, it was regarded as a
super power.
"So we are still primtive and because of this, we need to bring about

a change in our thinking. Instead, countries that are rich and powerful can
save many people who are oppressed and poor with mninumcosts,” he said.

He was speaking in the "Khas Bersama Perdana Menteri" programme aired
over RTM 1In the programre, Dr Mahathir was interviewed on the effects of
the Sept 11 attacks on the United States on Mal aysia's econony, politics
and security.

Dr Mahathir was asked for his views on Ml aysia's preparations to face
the world political scenario which is expected to change follow ng the
terrorist attacks on the US and the retaliatory airstrikes on Afghani stan.

There are views that the terrorisits attacks and the bonbings wll
underm ne the US as a super power and that the next power will be China.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was a small nation and the use of force would
not save it.

"W are aware that there are big powers in the world. If they want to,
t hey can invade Ml aysia,"” he said.

He said the world should realise that force could be used by not only
t he super powers but also the small powers.

"We shoul d assess the success of a country not based on its ability in
the mlitary field but on its ability to devel op and not underm ne the
devel opnent of other countries,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that although Mal aysia had achieved a ot and this
fact was acknowl edged by many foreigners, there were some people in
Mal aysi a who refused to accept the truth because of their own political
agenda.

"This is very sad because if we work together we can becone nore
devel oped than what we al ready are.

"For us, our struggle is to develop our country until we becone a
devel oped nation, This is a jihad because when we becone a devel oped nation
there'll be | ess pressure on us because they will acknow edge our
capability," he said.

The prime mnister said this was better than trying to go to war with
one's enemies or to send one's citizens to a war that one was not sure of
W nni ng.

"If we beconme a devel oped country, not only can we win, but people wll
not pressure us," he added.

Asked whet her he viewed the attacks on New York and the US retaliation
agai nst Af ghani stan as a clash between the Islamc nations and the western
systemor the clash of civilisations, Dr Mahathir said he did not see it as
an attack on Islamor Mislins.

"I'f they want to destroy all Miuslinms, it is quite easy for them.. when
they fire a nuclear bonb...hundreds of millions of Muslinms will be w ped
out. But they did not do so, they are only attacking Afghanistan,” he said.

He said although Mal aysia disagreed with the attacks on Af ghanistan



because many i nnocent people would becone victins, this was not a war
agai nst the Milins.

Dr Mahathir that in facing the present situation, the Muslinms nust find
a way to introduce Islamto the non-Miuslins and to introduce Islamas a
religion that pronotes peace and not war.

Attention nust be given to extrem sts Islanmc factions which acted
i rresponsi bly and beyond the bounds because their actions gave a bad
picture of Islamand Mislins, he said.

"Wien we feel frustrated because of this, we will also act and further
tarnish Islams image. W nmust be rational, including in this matter we
have to be rational. W don't want to go to war with the non-Mislins. W
don't agree with terrorismeven if it is conmtted by non-Mislins," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the action of terrorist groups in killing innocent
people, including in the attacks on New York and Washi ngton, in the nane of
jihad was not a jihad.

Ji had, he said, could be executed in various ways including devel opi ng
the country so that it becane so strong that no one could pressure it.

"Devel oping Islamc countries by mastering know edge, that is also
jihad. On the other hand, if we have to fight our enemes, we fight them
but we do not kill people who have nothing to do with the oppression we are
subj ected to.

"What had been done was the killing of nore than 6,000 people who had
nothing to do with oppression. They included Ml aysi ans. Wat w ong had we
done that Mal aysi ans should be killed? That was an act of terror and it did
not reflect true jihad," he said.

The prime mnister said jihad did not require killing and Mislins need
not die in such a war to go to heaven.

"Non-Muslinms may not understand this, but for Muslins this is
i nportant. We shoul d renenber the struggle of Prophet Mihammad, he did not
die in a war and yet he found a place in heaven.

"This was al so the case with several of his friends, they were not
killed in war but still went to heaven. To think that only by going to war,
indulging in acts of terror, murdering people and in turn getting ourselves
killed is jihad and will make us martyrs is totally not inline with
I sl am ¢ teachings," he said.

On the view that he was regarded as a person who did not support jihad,
nad had arrested the Kel antan nenteri besar's son, Nik Adli N k Aziz, who
had once gone on a jihad in Afghani stan, he said the governnent did not
take action against Nk Adli when he was on a jihad in that country.

"But he returned with the intention of toppling the governnment by
force. That was why he was pl aced under detention, because his action could
weaken Mal aysia due to disunity and riots," he said.

The governnment would not allow Mal aysia to beconme weak just because of
some irresponsi bl e people who ostensibly wanted to use violence to
overthrow t he governnent because they were di sappointed with the struggle
t hrough denocracy," he said.
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