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Hundreds tested for drug abuse

S. Selvam

SPRI NT nerchants Wat son Nyanmbek, Hanberi Mahat and Azmi | brahi mare anong
hundreds of athletes who have been tested for substance abuse as the

O ynpi ¢ Council of Ml aysia step up their war agai nst drug cheats.

And with the Sea Ganes just days away, the randomtests are set to
i ncrease as OCM do not want any athlete to bring enbarassment and di sgrace
to the country.

In fact, OCM president Tan Sri Tunku Inran Tuanku Ja' afar | abelled it as
cheating and does not want cheats to represent the country.

"We are currently in the second round of testing and this is part of the
out-of -conpetition testing that we do at random" said Tunku | nran when
nmet after the flag handi ng cerenony of the Jalur Genilang to the Sea Ganes
contingent by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in Putrajaya
yest er day.

"And the tests will be an ongoing process and the athletes will be
sel ected on a random basi s. "

The national athletes, nunbering 558, have been subjected to frequent
tests by OCM and even the National Sports Council conducted tests on al
the Gem |l ang 2001 trai nees since the start of the centralised training
programre for the Ganes.

Besi des, Wat son, Hanmberi and Azmi, hurdler Moh Siew Wi was al so tested
for banned substance.

"It is the normal procedure to test athletes for substance abuse. W
have conducted tests on Hi dayat Hami don (weightlifting) and even the
sepakt akraw pl ayers were subjected to it," said NSC director of
i nternational preparations Ahnmad Shapawi |smail yesterday.

And accordi ng to Ml aysi an Associ ati on for Doping Control in Sports
chai rman Datuk Dr Mani Jegat hesan, these tests are conducted on a regul ar
basi s and throughout the year to detect drug cheats.

"It is part of our ongoing efforts, which is alsoinline with the steps
proposed by the Wrld Anti-Dopi ng Agency (WADA), to detect athletes who
use drugs to enhance their performance,” said Jegat hesan when contacted in
Bri shane yest erday.

Jegat hesan, who is al so an OCM vi ce president and heads the OCM Medi ca
Conmi ssion, is in Brisbane for the Goodw || Ganes.

"Alt hough, we are not at |iberty to reveal why and whomwe test, suffice
to say that the athletes are selected randomy."

"These tests are conducted during of f-season periods, out of conpetition
periods, during conpetitions and so on and so forth. In short, we conduct
these tests regularly."

However, according to Jegat hesan, to date, no Mal aysi an athl ete has been
tested positive for any drug abuse but that does not nean that the
association nor OCMwi || stop the tests.
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