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Hunti ng season begi ns for Mal aysi an yout hs

Shamsul Aknar
THE bugl e has sounded and t he hunti ng season has started.

The game are Mal aysi an yout hs, especially the ones sporting weird
hai rdos and | epaki ng (Il oafing) on staircases at shoppi ng conpl exes or
i sol ated al coves.

Anyone and everyone who i s connected no matter howrenotely to an
organi sati on can parti ci pate.

And | i ke cornered prey, these youths are huddling even cl oser together
seeking confort in each other.

It does not have to be this way, but at the rate things are going and
the zeal with which some quarters are pursuing the matter, these young
peopl e can only end up even nore isol ated.

A picture, as the saying goes, is worth a thousand words.

Local newspapers carried one a coupl e of days ago showi ng a group of
Bukit Bi ntang Umo Yout h menbers checki ng out a spot at the Kual a Lunpur
City Centre (KLCC) which is suspected to be a den for youths indulging in
i moral activities.

The hunt was conducted at m dni ght on Sunday; the Umo nenbers were not
t hat successful, baggi ng only spoils |ike woman's underwear, cigarettes
and condons; no big game, but it was still enough to confirmtheir
suspi ci ons of the exi stence of negative el enents anong t he yout hs
loitering in the area.

Thi s spotlight on unhealthy activities of youths who frequent the KLCC
started with Petronas chairman Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abi din bringingthe
matter to the attention of the Umo suprene council and Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad recently.

Based on i nformation acquired by the Bukit Bi ntang Umo Youth chi ef Ab.
Rauf Yusof, the youths - apart fromturning the spot into a haven for
smoki ng pot and indulging in free sex - were al so dangerous.

He clained they had armed thensel ves with steel pipes and arrows and had
assaul ted the building s security personnel.

Ab. Rauf woul d have done hi s honework, as nobody has cone forward to
di spute his allegations. Those with aninterest in helpingto resolve
probl ens faced by youths are rightly concerned about the danger and
threat, and the nedi a had hel ped fan the issue.

But the questionis why did it take this long for Umo Youth, the
authorities and others concerned to see the threat these youths present,
to themselves as well as to society.

After all, the KLCCis not sone isol ated or abandoned building. It is a
popul ar of fi ce and shoppi ng conpl ex, and the pride of the nation.

The attention on the youths at the KLCC cones at the time when the
nation is being fed with a daily diet of the heretical activities of the
Bl ack Metal groups first uncovered i n Sungai Pet ani

And the majority of the established citizenry, upright and | aw abi di ng,
woul d wel come the intensified efforts to nonitor, and puni sh or
rehabilitate these derail ed yout hs.

O course, Umo Youth's concern cannot be dism ssed. In fact, the
approach it adopted intrying to get close to these youths, rather than
simply calling for themto be rounded up and summarily dealt with, should
be conpli nment ed.

It is arefreshing departure fromthe usual finger-pointing and fault-
finding, agood start that can be followed up with genuine efforts to help



the ai m ess and directionl ess share in the nation's ideals.

In nore ways than one, the problens of these youths are a m crocosmof a
| arger issue, especially for the Mal ay Musli s.

And sone peopl e have been quick to take note that it | ooks |ike the
greater the enphasis placed on religious education, the bigger the problem
with noral m sconduct.

Efforts to i ncul cate good val ues, they say, nmay have been bl unted by the
fact that an equal enphasis had been placed on worldly pursuits as well;
never mnd that the other comunities do not seemto face the problem
when by all accounts their drive for material things are even nore
i ntense.

Neverthel ess, the efforts of the Umo Youth shoul d hel p the novenent,
and the party as a whole, in rebuilding an inmage tarni shed over the years
by excesses of certain former | eaders.

It is good that the nenbers are attenpting to get back to the basics of
serving the nation. But it will take tinme, not |east in changing the
perception of the organisation being elitist and only interested in
| andi ng gover nnent projects.

Umo Yout h woul d of course also have to ook within to ensure that it is
inapositionto play saviour to the wayward yout hs. Constant sel f-
scrutiny will be required, nore so than ever before.

If it fails to inprove its own |Iot, Umo Youth can expect only one thing
- the hunter will becone the hunted, and it will not be seasonal.
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