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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Poor devel opnent planning and inefficient maintenance
have been pinpointed by the Prime Mnister and his deputy as the reasons
for the floods which hit the city on Thursday, |eaving two dead and
causi ng thousands to be stranded.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said on his return froma
two-day visit to Dubai today that the Governnment woul d need to spend | arge
suns of noney and deal with other issues |ike the squatter problemto
overcone the situation.

"Qur design and devel opnent is not so good. It may be a bit late nowto
do anything, unless we are prepared to spend a | ot of nobney and tackle the
squatter problem" he said at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force base in
Subang.

H s deputy Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, at a separate function in
Tanj ung Karang, told the rel evant departnents to act fast and stop passing
t he buck.

"The attitude of accusing each other - this group or that, this
departnent or that departnent - will not bring about anything. Wat is
important is that all sit, discuss and take quick action," he said.

Bot h | eaders were asked about neasures to prevent the city from being
hit by floods |like the one on Thursday, said to be the worst since 1971.

However, Dr Mahathir also said he is convinced that efforts to overcone
the floods with proper design and devel opnent plans woul d be objected to
by Opposition parties.

Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu had proposed that those found
guilty of throwi ng rubbish in the rivers and drains be sent to jail.

Commrenting on this, Dr Mahathir said people mght msinterpret the
Governnent's good i ntention.

"If we do that (inpose the jail sentence), people will say we are not
tolerant and do not care for the poor," he added.

Abdul | ah called on KL City Hall to convene a neeting. "Wuat is inportant
is for City Hall to call all agencies under it, including the Drainage and
Irrigation Departnent of the Agriculture Mnistry, to deternine the
reasons why the floodi ng occurred.

"I't nust be that the rivers nust have been choked wi th garbage and the
like. The water could not flow ... (due to) clogging. O water may have
conme from surroundi ng areas, nmaybe due to construction works.

"But the water that rose in Kuala Lunpur canme fromwater that flowed
into the city fromoutside," Abdullah said.

Abdul | ah said the fl oodi ng woes al so had to do with the probl em of
mai nt enance of roads and areas in the city.

"l have said before during ny speech at the KL 21 Convention and
Exposition (on Feb 12) that the problemis poor maintenance culture. W
have beautiful buildings and wi de roads but if garbage is not cleared, and
building materials and the |ike used in construction ... that too can
cause flooding as water cannot flow fast," he said, adding that Cty Hal
shoul d take any problemit could not handle to the rel evant Mnistry.

Asked about irresponsible devel opers taking the easy way out by
connecting to existing drains without building their own, he said it mght
be so and that City Hall nust act fast.

In Sibu, Bernana quotes Deputy Housing and Local Governnent M nister
Peter Chin as saying that his Mnistry has proposed a social action plan



whi ch devel opers will have to inplenent to check fl oods and ot her
pr obl ens.

The plan calls for developers to provide for all social infrastructure
facilities as well as anenities such as roads and proper drainage system
Under the plan, devel opers buil di ng housing projects bordering rivers
are to ensure that there is a certain amount of reserve | and between the
river bank and the project site, he said. Holding ponds, he added, would
al so be created near the river mouth to hold overfl owing water and retard

its novenent into other areas.

The drain design concept would be inproved so that rain water could seep
into big stormdrains and be di scharged very qui ckly.

He said these programmes are already in the early stage of
i npl ementation in the country.

I n Kuantan, Real Estate and Housi ng Devel opers' Associ ation president
Dat uk Eddy Chen Lok Loi said that although devel opers do contribute to the
flood, they are not the only ones responsi ble for the problem however.

"I't is very convenient to blane devel opers for the floods in the Kl ang
Val | ey and we are not denying that sone devel opers do not maintain their
silt traps or retention ponds.

"However, the issue which needs to be |ooked into as a whole in the
Klang Val l ey," he said.

Chen added that sone people said that the recent floods in the Kl ang
Val l ey were the worst to hit the area in 30 years.

"This neans this problemexisted sone 30 years back. Back then, there
was not ruch devel opment and yet the Klang Valley was hit by this
di saster. However, when the floods return after 30 years it is not fair if
t he devel opers are singled out as the main culprits,” he said after
chairing Rehda's national |evel neeting.
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