07/ 01/ 2001

| respect Hanid's decision to resign, says Abdull ah

MALACCA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi today said he respected
Dat uk Paduka Abdul Hami d Gt hman's decision to resign.

He said Hamid had told himthat he wanted to be a nubaligh (m ssionary)
and focus on issues relating to Islam Mislins and Mal ays.

Abdul I ah, who is Umo deputy president and Deputy Prinme Mnister, said
Ham d had also told himhe did not want to be restricted by Governnent
wor K.

Abdul | ah said there were m sconceptions about |slamwhich had to be
corrected.

He added that there were sorme who clainmed that Mal ays need only | earn
about Islamand not hing el se, thereby disregarding fields such as
engi neering or econoni cs.

"Such views and m sconceptions would only result in Muslins |osing out."

Abdul | ah said there were al so nisconceptions that Mislins need not
strive for excellence for fear of "riak" (excessively proud of one's
achi evenent s) .

He pointed out that in the past, Mislins had achi eved excel |l ence and as
a result, Islamhad progressed.

"I certainly hope that Hanid would be able to explain this to the
peopl e, and at the grassroots |evel to clear such m sconceptions."

Abdul | ah sai d he was happy that Hamid did not resign as a Senator or
Umo Suprene Council menber.

On possi bl e replacenents, he replied that it was up to the Prine
M ni ster, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to deci de.

Meanwhi | e, Umo information chief Datuk Mistapa Mhanmed said Hamid' s
resignation was a loss to the country but that his decision was respected.

Must apa bel i eved that Hanmid woul d continue to contribute to the country.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
Ham d' s resignati on came as a surpri se.

"Ham d was hardworking and did a good job. The Prine M nister m ght
decide to utilise Ham d's talents and skills in another capacity."

Abdul Kadir al so said he had not heard runmours about a Cabi net
reshuffle.

"The present Cabinet is only a year old, but the PM m ght have ot her
i deas. "
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