08/ 03/ 2001

| still need you, says Shahri zat

"I NEED your hel p," says Wnen and Fami |y Devel opment M ni ster Datuk
Shahrizat Abdul Jalil, to outgoing nenbers of the National Advisory
Council for the Integration of Wonmen and Devel opnent .

"I know what | want for the Mnistry, but | can't be naking the decision
al one, " she says, announcing her plan to retain the nenbers whose term
ends this nonth.

The 24- menmber council, conprising wonen in different fields, had its
| ast neeting recently and with the setting up of the Mnistry it was not
known whether Naciwid will continue to exist or its nenbers' term
ext ended.

Set up in 1976 after the First Wrld Conference on Wonen in Mexi co,
Naciwid's role was to advise the Governnment, NGOs and the private sector
in including worren in all aspects of devel opnent.

Menbers serve a three-year termand they neet once a nonth, sonetines
nore when they go on field trips.

The | ast batch was Naciwid's seventh and its chairperson was Datuk N k
Safi ah Karim

At a farewell and appreciation dinner hosted by HAWA | ast week,
Shahrizat said she still needs strength fromNaciw d nmenbers especially
t hose who trail blazed the women's nmovenent with N k Safi ah.

She plans to set up a technical working group made up of wonen in
various fields of expertise. This group and Naciwid will help her fine-
tune a nodule for the Mnistry to start working on

The M nister has net with all these wonen and they will be offered a
choi ce of either joining the technical working group or Naciw d.

"I believe the Mnistry will succeed because the Governnent is concerned
with the needs of wonen.

"I have | ooked at the aws affecting wonmen and their inplenentation;
pay nore attention to advocacy and research and will | ook at various
initiatives that the governnment will take to address issues.

"But the first thing to do is to desegregate wonen in all fields - to
get the real picture, where attention is needed nost. For instance, we
keep saying there is a huge nunber of single nothers in the country, but
we do not have the real figure as different agencies or departnments give
you di fferent nunbers. We are groping in the dark

"W will look into these mal e-femal e breakdowns, Mnistry by Mnistry
once and for all

"I will not let you down. | know people are watching ne. | am not
daunted or intimdated. |'ve nade a somewhat rusty start, but | am not

turni ng back."
Shahri zat thanked Naciwi d nmenbers for their contributions. They are:
Dat uk Ni k Safiah Kari m (chairperson)
Puan Sri Datuk Dr Fatinmah Hami d Don (deputy chairperson)
Dat uk Dr Sharifah Hapsah Syed Hassan Shahabudin
Puan Sri Teh Zahariah Jahidin
Rahai ah Baher an
Dati n Paduka Sharifah Mrdi ah Tuanku Fauzi
Hal i mah Sadi que
Datin Seri Shansi ah Mohd Yassin
Datin Prof Dr Janmilah Ariffin
Senator To' Puan Wan Asi ah Wan Ahnmad



Dati n Paduka Marina Mahat hir
Senat or Dat uk Nor Azah Awi n
Prof Dr Rokiah Talib

Dr Azi zan Bahar uddin

Dauk Fauzi ah Dat uk | smail
Datuk Rita Jaafar

Datin Rusm ati Harun

Dat uk Mohai yani Shansudi n
Ramani Gur usany

Rasamani Kandi ah

Ai shah Ali

Asnma Abdul | ah

Airmmy Johari

Rita Sim
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