23/ 06/ 2001

| brahi masks Dr Mfor forgiveness over gathering

"I'T wasn't my m stake when two or three speakers deviated fromthe topic.
So, please do not blanme me."

That was the remark nade by Ml aysia Action Front conmittee nmenber Datuk
| brahimAli when debating the address by party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

He was apparently referring to the controversial MAF gathering early
this year, which was seen by many as critical of the Governnent.

| brahim a forner suprene council nenber, also took the opportunity
during his 20-m nute speech to ask for forgiveness fromDr Mhathir "for
my failure to clear your good name and Umo's during my canpaigns (in
Kel ant an)".

"I went to all the divisions (in Kelantan) to clear your nanme but |
failed," he said, attributing his failure to the "unenthusiastic Umo
nenber s".

| brahimal so called on the Governnent to retain the Internal Security
Act for peace and stability of the country. He said the Governnent shoul d
not heed the calls by the Qpposition and other quarters. "The Act is vital
for the country and the people. Singapore still retains its ISA |In sone
countries, the peopl e disappear just like that and cannot be traced."

| brahi mal so touched on the | ukewarm response anong the younger
generation of Ml ays to joining Umo, saying that this happened as nobst
Umo nmenbers did not show ent husi asmand comm tnent in discharging their
duties. He also said it was not right to | abel nenbers who criticised the
party for its own good as anti-party.

| brahimal so said the party should not blame divisional chiefs if their
"anak buah" (followers) supported the Qpposition.

| brahi m had the audi ence in stitches when he "warned"” themnot to | eave
their seats or go to the toilets when he took the rostrum

| medi ately after the "warning" was issued, Dr Mahathir pretended to
| eave by standing up

Thi s brought laughter to the hall

| brahimal so called on the del egates to appreciate the contributions and
views of Umo veterans such as Tun Chafar Baba

"VWhen Chafar gives his opinions, he should not be | abell ed as orang tua
tidak sedar diri or anything to that effect. We must listen to himand
ot her veteran | eaders who have contributed i mensely towards the party.”
| brahimal so called on Umo Youth to make its presence felt and not just
resort to rhetoric or be rigid.

"The novenent shoul d be focusing on canpaigns and activities to counter
Pas' allegations. Leave the community work and projects to Puteri Umo. |f
you are not able to do this, consult the novenent's fornmer | eaders for
advi ce or views."

On Pas, he said the party was responsi ble for "destroying Miuslins and
the country".

"When the Governnment wanted to anend the constitution, Pas went to the
extent of hol di ng roadshows to confuse the people. Now, it is bent on
anendi ng the State constitution to reduce the power of the pal ace."

On education, he proposed to the Governnent to award schol arshi ps
automatically to Malay students who excelled in their studies.

Anot her speaker from Johor, Khairul Aznmi Mharmad rem nded del egat es not
to forget their destiny in the world.



He al so advised themnot to overly indulge in their daily activities
that neglect their obligations to the party and the community.

Khai rul Azmi said that while the country was bracing itself for externa
chal l enges |i ke globalisation and the information technol ogy era, the
internal challenges of the party were the sole responsibility of the
nmenbers.

He said Dr Mahathir was very clear in expressing the party's strength
and weaknesses and the steps which should be taken to counter them

( END)
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