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KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today the Informati on and Conmuni cati on Technol ogy
(ICT) infrastructure will be upgraded through several initiatives so as to
establish Malaysia as a global I CT and multimedi a hub

He said the initiatives include increasing the capacity of the
transm ssi on backbone up 10 gigabits per second and introduci ng the Network
Managenment System for better service availability.

In tabling the Eighth Malaysia Plan (8MP) at the Dewan Rakyat here, Dr
Mahat hir said the ICT infrastructure would al so be extended to the rural
areas to reduce the digital divide

Anmong the progranmes to be inplenmented are | nfodesa and I nternet Desa,
which will offer awareness and training courses.

He said that the governnent would continue to facilitate the
i ntroducti on of new and innovative services in the conmunications and
mul ti medi a i ndustry.

In addition, he said, performance standards and broad gui delines woul d
be set to protect and pronote consuner interests.

Dr Mahathir said the first wave Multimedi a Super Corridor (MsC)
flagship applications would be rolled out in the 8MP after ascertaini ng
their effectiveness.

The smart school concept will be expanded to over 8,000 schools while
telehealth will be inplenented at various health centres and rural clinics.
He said for the future agenda, the second wave flagship applications
woul d focus on attracting | eadi ng edge technol ogy devel opers and pronoting
transfer of technology as well as research and devel opment (R&D)

activities.

The prime mnister al so enphasi sed the need for Ml aysians to further
strengt hen conpetitiveness and efficiency through technol ogy, skills and
i nnovation in order to build a resilient nation

He said within a context of a know edge-based econony, a strategic
thrust during the 8WP period would be to accel erate the devel opnent of
Mal aysi a's capacity and capability in science and technol ogy, know edge and
skills, pronoting innovation and intensifying market-oriented R&D

Recogni sing the growi ng i nportance of biotechnol ogy as one of the key
technol ogi es for the 21st century, he said, efforts would be taken to build
up the nation's capability and capacity to harness the use of this
t echnol ogy.

Dr Mahathir said that would entail the formulation of a Nationa
Bi ot echnol ogy Policy to provide a conprehensive and coordi nated approach
for the devel opment of biotechnol ogy.

In addition, he said, the governnent woul d consider the setting up of a
Bi o- Val | ey.
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