10/ 12/ 2001

11U Not true officials supported candi dates

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - International Islamc University deputy rector Dr
Si dek Baba yesterday refuted allegations that some officials had sided
wi t h pro-opposition candi dates during the recently-concl uded students’
el ection.

He said it was not true that the authorities did not |ook into the
conmplaints as alleged by a student. Sidek said all conplaints raised by
the candi dates had been dealt with fairly and professionally.

"An el ection board set up by the university conprising the deans of al
the kuliyah will neet to discuss any conpl aint made by students.

"W are very transparent and have nothing to hide. | don't know what
else to say if people say |'mnot fair," he said when contact ed.

It was reported in an English daily that a students' representative from
the university during a buka puasa function hosted by the Prine M nister
for the Peninsular Malay Students Federation (Gabungan Pel aj ar Mel ayu
Senenanjung) in Putrajaya on Wednesday had appeal ed to Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to | ook into the pro-opposition activities inthe IlU
canpus.

Anmong ot her things, the student said he told Dr Mahathir about the
distribution of poison-pen letters in canpus by pro-opposition students
i mplicating Umo | eaders.

The student said he had brought the natter up to the university
authorities but he had yet to receive any response or see any action
agai nst the group. There were al so allegations of |ast mnute changes to
el ection rules to favour opposition candi dates.

Foll owing this, Umo Youth wanted Il U to investigate.

Si dek expl ai ned that the conpl ai nant met hi m before the el ection saying
that he had pictures of a group of students (pro-opposition) preparing
banners for the el ection.

Sidek said he called for the el ection board to nmeet and di scuss the
al | egati ons.

"Following this and after careful deliberation, the board was of the
opi nion that action will not be taken agai nst the students for nmaking the
banners. The board agreed that preparing banners are not agai nst the rules
and it was only fair for themto do so for the election.™

He said action could be taken against the students if they violated
regul ati ons.

Si dek said candidates vying for seats in the el ection nust abide by the
conditions set by the commttee. Anpbng others, they nust have a CGPA of
not below than 2.3, not face any disciplinary problens, have a record of
good noral conduct and nust have passed at | east one academ c year.

The conpl ai nant, he said, also clainmed that the rival candi dates had
made a statenent to Harakah, the Pas publication, and therefore should be
disqualified fromthe el ection

"To this, | told himthat it was only an allegation but | have asked him
towite to ne so that we can investigate the natter."

Si dek said the student was dissatisfied with the response and had
accused hi mof being pro-opposition.

On the poison-pen letters, he said it was difficult to verify their
exi stence.

Sidek said a third-year | aw student had been asked attend a hearing on
Tuesday conducted by the university's disciplinary conmttee on Tuesday



for maki ng a statenment outside the canpus without first consulting with
the university's adm nistration.
( END)
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