05 APR 2001
Uni versi ty- Garden
[ UM CAMPUS A GARDEN OF KNOALEDGE AND VI RTUE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- Universities have al ways been tagged
with the "ivory tower"” inmage which inplies exclusivity and elitism

To eradicate this perception anong the public and nake its canpus open
to all, the International Islamc University Malaysia's (11 UMs new canpus
here has adopted the thenme "Garden of Knowl edge and Virtue."

[TUMrector Prof Dr Kamal Hassan said that in the pursuit of acquiring
know edge and information these days, the aspect of virtue had often been
i gnored and forgotten.

"We chose 'garden' for its equalising and denocratising environnment. So
a garden of know edge and virtue would nmean that our pursuit of acquiring
know edge should be inmbued with noral values and virtue," he told a press
conference on the official opening of the canmpus by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, scheduled for April 17.

He said the |1 UM canpus was al so designed as a pedestrian canpus where
all students and staff are expected to wal k around under shades. The
academ c buildings are interlinked with each other, with a nosque at its
centre.

[TUM started at its Petaling Jaya canpus, which now houses its
matricul ation centre, in 1983 with 153 students readi ng | aw and economi cs.
Now it has 16,000 students, 6,000 of whom are doing matricul ati on courses.

For the coming July session, IITUMw |l take in 1,800 degree students,

1, 000 of whom would come fromits matriculation centre, 300 Sijil Tinggi
Per sekol ahan Mal aysia (STPM | eavers and 500 foreign students.

Kamal said that about 15 percent of I1UMs degree students currently
were foreigners, and the university planned to raise it to 20 percent.

1 UM has al so pl anned an I nformation and Communi cati on Technol ogy (I CT)
faculty, now pending approval fromthe Mnistry of Education. Kamal expects
it to open in the next 12 nonths.

The university has nine faculties or kulliyyahs. They are the Ahnmad
| brahi m Kul I i yyah of Laws, Kulliyyah of Econonics and Managenent Sciences,
Kul I'i yyah of Islamc Reveal ed Know edge & Human Sci ences, Kulliyyah of
Medi ci ne, Kulliyyah of Engineering, Kulliyyah of Architecture &

Envi ronnental Design, Kulliyyah of Education, Kulliyyah of Science and
Kul I'i yyah of Pharmacy.

The Kul liyyah of Medicine is located on I1UMs canpus in Kuantan,
Pahang. Its Kulliyyahs of Science and Pharmacy are also to be placed in
Kuant an over the next two years.

I1UM s new canpus, spanning 272 hectares in Sungai Pusu, Gonbak, near
here, houses administration offices, faculties and hostels that can
acconmodate up to 17,000 students. It was put up at a cost of RMB50
mllion.

In conjunction with its official opening, ITUMw Il also host the sixth
executive council session and the second general conference of the
Federation of Universities of the Islamc Wrld fromApril 15 to 19.

The students, neanwhile, will put up a carnival to mark the historic
occasi on.
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