07/ 04/ 2001

I[1UMfreshies to undergo orientation

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - About 1,400 students will undergo a one-week
orientation or Ta'aruf programme for the April senester intake at the
International Islam c University Mal aysia in Gonbak from Sunday.

[1TUM s student affairs and devel opnent division Dean, Dr Rahmattul | ah
Khan, said today the programme woul d cover several activities including
di al ogues with the deans of the various faculties.

There will also be a forumentitled "Social Life in the University: Mth
and Reality". The speakers will be the university's endowrent fund genera
manager Zul fi kli Mhanmed and the Dean of Matricul ati on, Abbas Hassan.

"The forumis inportant for the new students, who include foreigners, as
here the social life of the students revolve around the activities held at
t he nosque, " he added.

"That is why university's acadeni ¢ buildings surround the nbsque whi ch
is strategically located wi thin the whol e canpus grounds."

The new canpus in Gonbak, which was set up in 1996, was built at a cost
of RMB80 million. It spans 270 hectares and enconpasses interlinked
bui l di ngs of Mddle Eastern architecture.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will officially open the
canmpus on April 17.

Rahmattul | ah said the orientation was also a platformfor the newconers
to get to know one another as they cone fromdifferent States and
backgrounds, and sone fromforeign countries.

He added that the university has three intakes a year, and this Apri
intake, the first for the year, was nmainly for students who finished the
university's matriculation courses at the branch canpuses in Petaling
Jaya and Kuant an.

O the 1,465 new students, 1,143 were fromthe matricul ati on courses.
Twenty-four of the themwould be pursuing courses in the architecture
faculty, Bachel or of Arabic (137), Bachel or of English (42), Economics
(185), Engineering (116), Human Sci ences (177), |slam c Reveal ed Know edge
(297), and Laws (165).

The direct intakes are those who had conpleted their STPM and al so
foreign students. "This intake we have few forei gn students as nmany cone
during the July intake," he added.
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