17 APR 2001
I 1 UM Openi ng
I UM OFFI Cl ALLY OPENED BY FOUNDER, DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 17 (Bernama) -- International Islamc University
Mal aysia (U AM was officially opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad here today.

The university's new canpus which spreads over a sprawling 272-hectare
site in Gonbak is a far cry fromits tenporary canmpus in Petaling Jaya back
in 1983 when I1UMfirst opened its doors with 153 students.

The buil dings at the Gonbak canpus which incorporate Islamc, |ocal and
nodern el enents are truly stunning and are inter-connected with covered
wal kways for the conveni ence of students.

The physical devel opment of 11UMwas planned with the intention of
establishing an intellectual comunity that is strengthened through
know edge and |slam c val ues and virtues.

I[1TUM which aspires to be a "Garden of Know edge and Virtue", now has
al nost 16, 000 students of which 5,300 are fromthe matriculation centre.
The nunber of international students is about 1,500, comi ng from 96
countri es.

The nine faculties or "kulliyah" of the university are the Ahnmad
| brahi m Kul I'i yah of Laws; Kulliyyah of Econom cs and Managenent Sciences;
Kul I'i yyah of Islam c Reveal ed Know edge and Human Sci ences; Kul liyyah of
Medi ci ne (in Kuantan); Kulliyyah of Engineering.

Kul I'i yah of Architecture and Environnental Design; Kulliyyah of
Education; Kulliyyah of Science and Kulliyyah of Pharmacy.

Duri ng the opening cerenony, Dr Mahathir al so received on behal f of the
uni versity, contributions from sponsors anounting to RVb.5 mllion for the
[ 1 UM Endowrent Fund.

Later, after visiting an exhibition in conjunction with the opening of
the university, he witnessed the signing of a menorandum of understandi ng
(MoU) between 11 UM and the Oxford Centre for Islam c Studies ained at
fostering closer relations in the academic field.

Dr Mahat hir simultaneously decl ared open the university and the second
General Conference of the Federation of the Universities of the Islamc
Wrld (FUW which is attended by 130 participants.

A total nunber of 148 universities fromas many as 37 countries are
full nenbers of FU W

The first general conference was held in Rabat, Mrocco in 1998.
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