23 AUG 2001

| LO CH EF MEETS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 23 (Bernama) -- The Director-General of the
I nternational Labour Organisation (1LO Juan Somavia called on Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the Prime Mnister's office here today.

Acconpani ed by the Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn and
Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) president Senator Zainal Rampak,
Somavi a spent an hour with Dr Mhathir.

Speaking to reporters later, Somavia said they discussed ILO s current
direction and strategi es covering enpl oynent creation, pronotion of
wor kers, and enhanci ng soci al di al ogues between the governnent, enployers
and enpl oyees.

Somavi a said they al so di scussed effects of globalisation on the |abour
mar ket and bl ockages that mi ght hinder weaker groups fromgetting jobs.

Potential projects for joint devel opnent by the ILO and the Human
Resources Mnistry were al so di scussed, he added.
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