25/ 06/ 2001
" Newspapers not i mune'

Nel son Fer nandez
RAWANG, Sun. - Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
today sai d newspapers do not enjoy imunity fromthe Home Mnistry.

Abdul I ah, who is the Home M nister, said they were constantly under the
M nistry's scrutiny.

"If their contents warrant a warning, then we will serve themt hat
warning," he said after conpeting in a charity golf tournanent organi sed
by Sel angor Gerakan Youth at the Perangsang Golf Club in Tenpler Park near
her e.

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik, |Inspector-General of
Police Tan Sri Norian Mai and ot her Gerakan | eaders al so conpet ed.

Abdul | ah was asked whether the Mnistry had taken any action agai nst
Chinese dailies for stirring racial issues.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in his wi nding-up speech
at the 55th Umo general assenbly yesterday, said Chinese dailies,
especi ally Nanyang Si ang Pau and sister paper China Press, had been very
critical of the Governnent.

Dr Mahathir said the dailies started to fan racial sentinments after the
Chi nese rejection of the DAP in the 1999 general el ection.

Abdul | ah said Mnistry officials normally nonitored the policies and
reports of news organi sati ons, and these included vernacul ar newspapers.

He sai d newspapers which played up controversial or sensitive reports
were normal |y summoned by the Mnistry. "W will advise themto publish
reports that are accurate and based on facts,"” Abdull ah said.

He said this was to avoid situations where certain i ssues were bl own out
of proportion or exploited.

Abdul | ah sai d he had no know edge whether the Mnistry had acted agai nst
Nanyang Si ang Pau or China Press over their controversial reports.

Nanyang Si ang Pau and Chi na Press have been in the linelight recently
after the dailies were purchased by MCA's i nvestnent arm Huaren Hol di ngs
Sdn Bhd, sparking off protests within the party and the Chi nese comunity.

The party, however, endorsed the deal today after 53.3 per cent of the
2,385 party del egates voted for the takeover at an extraordi nary genera
meeting called to settle the dispute.
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