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| mperative for all to co-exist in unity

Lee Lam Thye

THE subj ect of unity in a multi-racial nation is undoubtedly the focus of
attention in the wake of various comrents nmade recently by Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badawi and ot her emi nent personalities on the significance of unity.

When addressing a people's get-together in Johor, Dr Mahathir aptly
described unity as a priceless gift that nust be preserved by al
Mal aysians in our nulti-racial country. Unity, he added, should be
cherished and treasured by all.

Abdul | ah urged Mal aysians not to give up on the dream of a Bangsa
Mal aysi a (the Mal aysi an race) when declaring open a National Unity
Convention. They should work towards that objective with a sense of
conm tment and a willingness to make sacrifices.

The Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on chairman Tan Sri Musa Hitam cal |l ed
for a national-level consultative council to deliberate on issues and
probl ens pertaining to national unity when chairing the Wonen's Institute
of Managerent's national unity round-table recently.

Musa' s proposal was shared by veteran politician Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie
who said such a consultative body, simlar to that fornmed after the 1969
racial riots, would address the issue of unity in a practical way. Cerakan
president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k proposed a race rel ations tribunal

Al'l of these pronouncenents indicate that this is a question high on the
m nds of the novers and shakers.

During his speech, Miusa pointed out that views and proposals from al
strata of society should be represented, heard, argued or deliberated
behi nd cl osed doors on issues pertaining to unity.

| amglad to note so nmuch interest in the subject. This is as it should
be. There is no subject nore inportant to the success of our multi-racial
nation and it is good to see so nany eni nent personalities showi ng their
concern.

At a time when comunal strife besets other nmulti-racial countries, it
is inperative that all Mal aysians co-exist in harnony and unity.

The events in Afghanistan, for exanple, serve as a constant rem nder to
al | Ml aysi ans to uphol d noderation, tol erance and nutual respect.

The destruction of pre-Islamc Buddha statues by the Taliban regine, and
the nore recent directive that all non-Mislins wear tags stating their
religion are but two exanples of a destructive divisiveness.

Such acts inply a basic intol erance and di srespect for others.

Unity is indeed an invaluable gift but it nust not be taken for granted.
It has to be zeal ously guarded and pr ot ect ed.

Every Mal aysi an should be fully committed to harnony and unity and work
relentlessly to pronote peace, harnony and unity. These are comodities
much needed in every part of the world and Mal aysia is no exception.

But to ensure it we need nore inter- and intra-racial activities to
pronote greater interaction at the grass roots |evel.

Miuch was said at the recent two-day national unity convention but at the
end of the day nmuch renmains to be done. It is a continuous process needi ng
the highest priority.

The work should begin in schools, starting fromkingdergarten, and on to
primary, secondary and tertiary institutions of |earning.

The Education Mnistry should expand the scope of the "noral" subjects
to incorporate I essons on unity and racial harnony.



The call by Abdullah to all Ml aysians to work and build a united
Mal aysi an race is something worth pursuing although it is not going to be
easy. What is inportant is for Mal aysians to put aside fear, distrust and
prej udi ces for the conmon good of all.
It is a question of attitude. Unity cones fromw thin oneself and from
the heart. It cannot be achi eved by force or through |egislation.
( END)
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