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PART | ove, part hate, part envy, part fear. This is how one American
reporter covering the Afghani stan war described the relationship Arerica
has with the rest of the world followi ng the attacks in New York and
Washi ngt on.

Si nce Sept 11, nore than ever, that relationship has been under
scrutiny. The question nost asked is "Wy the hatred?"

"The explanation is very, very, conplex. If you ask different people you
are going to get different views. Probably envy is part of it, but it is
not the ultinmate explanation,"” said US Anrbassador to Mal aysia Marie
Huht al a.

"Anmericans have a hard tine understandi ng why anyone woul d hate us
because we |ike ourselves. Basically, Anerica is an open country and
t housands of inmgrants cone in every year. People fromall over the world
like living in Anerica. And we accept them we have no problemw th that.
Most of us are the children of inmigrants, the descendants of immigrants.”

Huhtal a herself is a descendant of imm grants - Dutch, French, Irish and
English, while husband Eino A. Huhtala Jr is of Finnish and English
descent.

"Terrible incidents, such as the killing of Americans overseas or the
bonbi ng of American interests, disturb us very nuch. But Anericans travel
overseas frequently, they |live overseas. Generally, nyself included,
Americans find that people |ike Arerica. They want to get to know us. They
like our culture, they watch our novies and tel evision progranmes. "

Huht al a, who reported for work on Cct 1, agrees that the Bush
admi ni stration enjoys a better relationship with Kuala Lunpur.

"W have had sone gestures on the part of the Ml aysi an Governnment. W
hope to see a better relationship this year and we have responded to these
gest ures.

"(For exanple), the neeting between the two | eaders (US President George
Bush and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad) at the Apec summt
i n Shanghai |ast nmonth was excellent. They had excel |l ent discussions and
got to know each other a little bit and it was very, very positive on both
sides. "

Huht al a, the second US worman anbassador in Malaysia, first visited
Mal aysia in 1972 as a tourist with her husband.

"Ch, yes, it's good to be back. One thing that's really nice is that
have a | ot of experience in Southeast Asia. Even though I have never |ived
in Mal aysia before, still it is the same kind of people. | think it is the
Sout heast Asian nmentality that | like," said Huhtala, |ooking elegant in a
dress suit nade of ethnic print fabric which she bought while in Thail and.

A native of California, Huhtala joined the Foreign Service in 1972. She
has served in Paris, Chiang Mai, Taipeh and Hong Kong. From 1992 to 1995,
she was Consul General and Principal Oficer at the US Consulate i n Quebec
City.

Prior to her nomination to be US Anbassador to Mal aysia, she served as
the M nister Counsellor and Deputy Chief of M ssion in Bangkok.

Huht al a, who has al ways wanted to be a diplomat, considers it a bonus
that her chosen career has brought her to where she is today.

She recei ved an undergraduate degree in French at Santa Clara University
in California and a nasters in political science at Laval University,
Quebec. She al so spent a year doing strategic studies at the National War



Col l ege at Fort McNair.

She al so | oves | earning new | anguages and is fluent in French, Thai and
Chi nese. Soon she will be able to add Bahasa Mal aysia to that |ist as she
is now taking | essons al nbst every norning at 7.30am

She showed of f a smattering of Bahasa Mal aysi a, "Saya beli barang," when
asked whet her she coul d speak the | anguage well enough to do marketing at
the | ocal wet market.

Bahasa Mal aysi a | essons, neeting the Prime Mnister, granting media
i nterviews and holding |l ate ni ght video-conferencing with US corporate
movers and shakers are just the many duties of the new American
ambassador .

Huht al a appreci ates the fact that her husband, who is in the private
sector, is here with her at the noment.

"Maybe it is alittle harder for a man, but ny husband has al ways had a
career of his own. Right now he is doing some of his work from here using
the Internet. Fortunately now you can do that."

"Qurs is a commuter spouse relationship. | need himto be here for ne.
Qur two grown children (daughter Karen, a nol ecul ar biol ogi st, and son
Jorma, an air force officer) are in the US because of work comitnents."
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