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Mahat hir-threat (Wth Pix)
| MPORTANT TO RECOGNI SE EARLY SI GNS OF THREAT, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 14 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said it
is inmportant to recognise early signs of threat either frominside or
out side the country.

Citing Mal aysia as an exanple, the Prine Mnister said the government's
actions agai nst any sign of threat had conpelled sone people to accuse the
gover nnment of being unduly nervous.

He was fielding a question from Anbassador Extraordi nary and
Pl eni potentiary of Sudan Mbhamed Adam Ismail during a dialogue with
representatives fromthe Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) at Wsma
Putra, here today.

"Even if we are accused of being a little bit harsh, we have to take
actions...and because of that the governnent had managed the country well
through difficult times,"” he said.

He said it was not easy to manage a country with a popul ation of nulti
races and religions.

"If there are signs of people about to breach the law, the government
must nove in," he said.

Dr Mahathir said those who had accused Mal aysi a of bei ng undenocratic
for having the Internal Security Act (1SA) were now applying simlar |aws
to counter possible threat.

"Even on a much nore severe scale, when it does not happen to you, you
could be nore liberal but when it happens to your own country, being
liberal is not so easy," he said.

He said O C nenbers would be able to recognise a threat if they gave
enough focus in dealing with the issue.

To a question from I ndonesi an Anbassador Drs Hadi A. Wayarabi on how
Musl i m countries could overconme the problemof disunity, Dr Mahathir said
t he one shoul d uphol d the basic teachings of brotherhood.

"But yet we see some quarters, after talking about Islam brotherhood,
didn't seemto do things |ike brothers at all. They are throw ng around al
ki nds of accusations and bringing down their own governnent," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Afghani stan Charge d' Affairs Abdul Sattar Miurad said the
Musl i m comunity was di vi ded because sonme groups who clained to be better
Muslinms tried to topple the governnment and teach other Muslins to be better
Musl i ns.

Replying to Abdul Sattar's remarks, the Prime Mnister said that those
who wanted to see Miuslimcountries progressed shoul d have sufficient
know edge on religion to rebut the interpretations, statenents and fatwas
fromso call ed ul amas who have studied the religion

"I'f we cannot rebut that on the basis of the correct teachings of
Islam then we will |ose ground and support and cannot carry out what we
want to do...Here, in Malaysia, we believe what we are doing are fully in
accord with the true teachings of Islam..W keep on enphasising on this,"
he said.

Egypti an Anbassador to Mal aysia Ossanma El Ashiry had proposed that
Mal aysi a played a significant role on the issue of including other
know edge in the study of religion, as well as other issues.

To this, Dr Mahathir said that efforts nmust be made to explain to them
that |slamal so encourage Muslins to acquire know edge in other subjects as
wel | .

To a question by Saudi Arabian Anbassador to Ml aysia Haned Mbohanmed



Ali Yahya, Dr Mahathir said that if there were going to be dial ogues anong
Muslinms, it should not be confined to ul amas al one.

He sai d everybody should be involved and that they must have the
capability to discuss and argue as there was the tendency whereby when the
ul amas said sonething, it would al ways be a pronouncenent and that
everybody woul d keep qui et.

"They don't question it because they don't know, " he said.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar acted as the chairperson

during the dial ogue which was foll owed by the breaking of the fast and
terawi h prayers.
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