28/ 01/ 2001

| mprovi ng armed forces' service schene

PEKAN, Sat. - The Defence Mnistry has formed a conmttee to identify
aspects of the arnmed forces' service schenme which can be inproved.

M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today once the conmittee had
completed its study, the reconmendati ons woul d be forwarded to the
Gover nnent .

Najib said he would neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
once the proposal was ready.

He said the ministry had al so proposed extra all owances for soldiers in
addition to the ones proposed in the 2001 Budget.

Wthout going into the details, Najib, who is Pekan MP, said these were
bei ng | ooked into by the Public Service Departnent and t he Fi nance
Mnistry.

Dr Mahathir said in Kedah yesterday that the Government cared about the
wel fare of soldiers and wanted themto enjoy better all owances and housi ng
quarters.

"Generally, the Governnent is prepared to consider several things
especi al |l y housing needs for soldiers. Projects that have been del ayed
wi Il be speeded up, including the 6,000-unit project to be developed in
Kual a Lunpur," Najib said.

Speaking after attending a Hari Raya gathering with wi ves of fishernen
fromhis constituency at Kanpung Pasir Panjang, he said the 2001 Budget
had partly covered the all owances for nmenbers of the armed forces proposed
by the ministry.

These include the rate of cash nmeal allowance that has been increased by
bet ween 62 per cent and 133 per cent.

The all owance for Royal Mlitary Coll ege students has al so been
increased fromRM35 to RW/O0 per nonth while the nonthly all owance of
apprenticeship of the Army El ectrical and Mechani cal Engi neering Schoo
has al so been increased by between 62 per cent and 100 per cent.

In addition, uniformand equi prrent all owance of RM200 is given to RMC
students, Apprentice Trade School and arny apprentices. Uniformall owance
for volunteers of the arnmed forces has been increased by between four per
cent and 50 per cent.
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