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YANG MENURUT PERI NTAH

By Dat uk Wan Mansor Wan Abdul | ah
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URUSAN Seri Paduka Bagi nda. The words, bold and bl ack upon the envel ope,
Il end weight to its contents even before it is opened. And - |est, upon
reaching the end of the letter within, the recipient neglect to accord it
due deference - the final phrase remnds himof its gravity: Yang Menurut
Peri nt ah.

It is this latter that Datuk Wan Mansor Wan Abdul | ah has chosen as title
for his menoirs - nenoirs spanning three decades in the nation's civil
servi ce.

What, one nmay well wonder, is so interesting about 30 years as a
government servant? Ah - but what years they were!

Chronicling the growth of a new nation, Yang Menurut Perintah
enconpasses i ndependent Mal aya's first general election in 1959; the end
of the Energency the followi ng year; the 1963 formati on of Ml aysi a;
Confrontation with Indonesia; the Federal Land Devel opnent Authority
schenmes of Tun Abdul Razak Hussein; the turnpil and tragedy of My 13,
1969 ... all events which strike an unni stakable chord in the national
consci ousness.

It also offers intriguing observati ons about the personalities of the
nation's nmovers and shakers. The country's first Prime Mnister, when
presented with a 27-year-old Wan Mansor, groaned in nock dismay: "Depa ni
hant ak kat saya orang nuda- nuda, nak suruh saya latih!"

Tunku Abdul Rahman, recalls the author, was a great believer in the
power of a noonday nap. After lunch, he would invariably urge the witer
to pi balik tidok. Resuming after asar, he and his officers would take tea
in an atnosphere of easy camaraderie, working steadily until maghrib

The Prime M nister was an early riser. After subuh one norning, w shing
to conpose a speech, he had his bodyguard, Corporal Arshad, take
dictation. After a tine, he asked that the result be read back to him -
wher eupon Pak Chat was forced to adnmit that his jawi hadn't been equal to
the task!

"Cel aka, hang!" nopaned Tunku Abdul Rahman in mld chagrin, "Berbuih
mul ut aku - satu apa pun hang tak tulis!”

As private secretary, Wan Mansor was instructed to use his discretion
regarding which letters addressed to the Prine Mnister he should bring to
the latter's attention, and which he was to kal pi akkan hinself ... neaning
deal with as he saw fit.

What, Tunku Abdul Rahman was asked on a 1964 visit to L.B. Johnson's
United States, was the difference between his private secretary and his
personal secretary?

"One," answered the premier, "looks after ny office.

"The other | ooks after ne!"

Tun Abdul Razak, notes Wan Mansor, was of another character altogether.
No- nonsense and to the point, he demanded diligence - and rewarded it.

Inforned that the country's Treasury had refused to purchase the
headl ease of historic Malaysia Hall, at Bryanston Square near London's
Mar bl e Arch, he didn't mince words:

"The Treasury soneti nes makes stupi d decisions,” he declared. "Cable
themimedi ately, saying | agree."



Wan Mansor's refreshingly frank recollections continue.

"Meetings with Dr Mahathir,” he wites of the fourth Prine M nister,
"were serious affairs. He nade pronouncenents as though they were
commands. No one dared question him or comment.

"If soneone enbol dened hinself to open his nmouth - especially if he
disagreed - Dr Mahathir skewered himwith a stare which instantly
paral ysed his thoughts! Al present tensed, and the nmeeting was swiftly
brought to a cl ose.

"Perhaps it was this that gave rise to the accusation that Dr Mahathir
is dictatorial.”

It's a shane that this fun and forthright book, witten in infornal
Mal ay, is not illustrated with inages as arresting and evocative as the
events it describes. Wth a singular |ack of inmagination, the publisher
has peppered Yang Menurut Perintah not with the treasure trove of
phot ographs it undoubtedly possesses, but with a neagre sel ection of
predi ctabl e pictures and posed portraits: the author with coll eagues; wth
Mal aysi a's H gh Comm ssioner in London; with the Sultan of Sel angor.

At the last, Wan Mansor reninds the civil service:

"Their responsibility is great. It would be sad indeed if they
interpreted only literally the phrase "~ Yang Menurut Perintah'."



	In His Majesty's Civil Service (NST 02/05/2001)

