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KUALA LUMPUR, March 20 (Bernama) -- The inaugural International
M norities and Harnony Award will go to Malaysia in recognition of its
track record in protecting the rights of mnorities and maintaini ng peace
and har nony.

Convenor of the Wrld Mnorities Alliance Julius Salik said in an
interview with Bernama here today that the award presentation will take
pl ace i n Paki stan soon.

"Mal aysia, a Muslimcountry, practises no discrimnation on its
mnorities. In this 21st Century, Ml aysia enjoys the pride of having a
hi gh | evel of communal and religious harnmony. There is no division of class
and col our," he said.

"Mal aysia not only practised religious freedom but provided public
hol i days for all religions, something which is mssing in many ot her
countries claimng to be chanpi ons of denocracy and human rights.

Salik, a forner Pakistan federal mnister for population welfare, is
his country's first elected Christian mnister.

He said Mal aysia also enjoyed political rights where any of its
qualified citizens could contest for any posts w thout facing racial or
religious discrimnation.

Salik said as a nation which upholds mnority rights in accordance wth
the United Nations Charter, Ml aysia deserved the award.

He said Malaysia is a highly regarded nenber of the international
community in safeguarding the rights of its mnorities.

"During nmy visit here, | find the realities on the ground to be nuch
nor e conmmendabl e t han hearsay,” he said.

Salik, a five-time nmenber of Pakistan's National Assenbly, was tw ce
nom nated for the prestigi ous Nobel Peace Prize.

He al so commended Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for his
hard work and dedi cation in devel oping Mal aysia to beconme what it is today.

"Hi s vision has brought about political stability and racial harnony.
The worl d should | ook at Mal aysia As a good exanple for race rel ations and
mnorities rights," he added.

The Alliance, which chanpions the causes of the world's mnorities, was
formed in 1977.
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