29/ 09/ 2001

I ncreased all owances to be paid in three nonths

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The 110,980 people eligible for the Governnent's RMBO
mllion allocation under the National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent

M nistry's stinmulus package will receive their increased all owances in

t hree nont hs.

At present, senior citizens get RMLOO each, orphans and poor children
RwW50; handi capped RMLOO and poor famlies RW50. Grants to hel p the poor
to set up small businesses is RV, 000 and those affected by natural
di sasters al so get RM2, 000.

The al |l owances will be doubl ed.

M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul aiman said the mnistry will ensure
that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's directive to
efficiently hel p the needy is foll owed.

Siti Zaharah said this at a Press conference on programes bei ng pl anned
for the National Senior Citizens' Day which falls on Cct 1.

She said the Governnent had set aside RMB nillion for the establishnment
of 19 day care centres for the aged.

She said senior citizens above 60 represented 6.4 per cent of the
country's 21 mllion popul ation.

Meanwhi | e, the United Nations' Special Session on Children in New York
that was schedul ed for Sept 19, has been postponed to next year. The
M nistry was to have sent a del egati on.
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