23 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Val ues
| NCULCATE VI RTUES FROM SMALL, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said incul cation of virtues has to start fromsmall so
that a responsible citizenry aversed to crine and viol ence can eventual ly
evol ve.

He said the task educating and bringing up children at hone was
i ncreasingly negl ected as wonen enjoyed greater opportunities to take up
j obs as men.

"Since work takes up much of their time, wonen will have to make the
nost of quality time to concentrate on sowi ng good values in children. Once
nurtured with virtues, it will be natural for children to reject vices," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said this when | aunching a canpai gn agai nst vi ol ence
in society with the acronym Orbak for "Organi sasi Wanita Menbant er as
Keganasan", a mnai den programe which the Winen and Fami |y Devel opnent
M nistry enbarked on since it was set up on Jan 17 this year

Dr Mahathir said drawi ng up and enforcing |egislations al one would not
be effective in overseeing society's conduct if its nenbers |acked the
awar eness for self-control

"We can draft and enforce laws. But no laws or police force are
ef fecti ve enough in overcom ng violence by nonitoring everyone's novenent
all the tine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said when Mal aysi ans thensel ves reject violence, then it
woul d be natural that violence would not gain foothold in the country.

He said present day students. including undergraduates, indulged in
vi ol ent and other irresponsible acts because they were not brought up with
proper val ues.

"They break | aws and conmit despicable acts because good and proper
val ues were not sowed in themsince infancy," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so envi saged increasing role for Ml aysi an wonen now t hat
nmor e wonenfol k have access to tertiary education, even surpassing the
menfol k not only in terns of nunber but also in terms of acquired skills
and efficiency.

"It appears now that the wonen are nore active. As such we they
deserved appropriate place. This neans increasing role for wonen in future,”
he said.

On the canpaign, Dr Mahathir hoped it would contribute towards reducing
cases of viol ence.

"This will take time and we have to be patient. The canpai gn shoul d be
sustained. This is the governnent's hope,"” he added.
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