03/ 10/ 2001
I ncunbent Siva favourite to win second termas Cuepacs president

Sar ban Si ngh

DELEGATES to the 22nd Congress of Unions of Enployees in the Public and
Cvil Service (Cuepacs) will elect their new |l eaders today with the
outcorme of the last election in 1998 etched vividly in their mnds.

Then, the National Union of the Teaching Profession (NUTP) secretary-
general N. Siva Subramani am (now Dat uk) scored a narrow victory over the
Mal aysi an Techni cal Services Union president Mohd Yusof Harmain for the
top post.

However the victory was disputed by sone since del egates fromthe Sabah
Medi cal Services Union were not allowed to vote as they cane late to the
polling centre at the International Youth Centre in Bandar Tun Razak.

Mohd Yusof's canp claimed that he was robbed of the Sabah votes as the
State's del egates were his supporters.

Hi s supporters were also sore with Siva - Cuepacs secretary-genera
prior to the election - for going for the top post when Yusof was al ready
a deputy president.

But a confident Siva, banking on his support from NUTP - the | argest
union in Cuepacs with the nost nunber of del egates - went for broke and
hi s decision paid off.

In the process, he created history by beconming the first secretary-
general in Cuepacs to beconme president.

bservers then felt the other reason for his victory was his pact with
Abdul Rahman Manan, the present secretary-general

The pact with Abdul Rahman, they clainmed, also helped Siva to get
support fromthe fence sitters.

The fact that Abdul Rahman has been returned unopposed for this election
is testinmony to the support he enjoys from nmenbers.

The 50-year-ol d Mohamed Yusof, who feels he can still contribute
effectively to Cuepacs has decided to make a coneback and fight Siva for
the coveted position again. Joining in the fray will be Mardi Enpl oyees
Uni on vice-president Ranmli Omar, 47. Going by experience, Mhaned Yusof
will surely pose a greater challenge to Siva than Ramii.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad at the Wirkers' Day cel ebration organi sed
by Cuepacs on May 1 said he felt confortable discussing issues affecting
civil servants with a teamwhich had a sinm|ar approach with the present
set of |eaders.

Rem ni scing, the Prime Mnister admtted that he used to be worried when
negotiating with Cuepacs | eaders back in the 1970s as they were nore
aggressive in their approach, not |ike the present team

(However, this is not necessarily any formof endorsement of the present
Cuepacs | eadershi p).

The Government, as the enployer, is nore confortable if the Cuepacs
| eadershi p consists of those who are open to negotiations and not the
gung- ho type.

It is an open secret that civil servants have benefited fromthe good
rel ati onshi p between Cuepacs and t he Governnent.

The | atest was the nove by the Governnent to provide a conprehensive
soci al security package for civil servants which was al nbst as good as the
one provided by Socso for private sector enpl oyees.

The benefit here is that civil servants will not have to make nonthly
contributions as required by Socso for private sector enpl oyees. Another
contentious i ssue has been Cuepacs' request for a higher retirenment age.



This too was agreed to by the Governnent in March.

Cuepacs had al so asked that this be increased to 60 years - and Dr
Mahat hir had during a visit to Tenaga Nasional a few nonths ago agreed
that this would eventually be done.

Anot her feather in Cuepacs' cap is the Government's decision to give
civil servants the first and third Saturdays off.

Beginning this year, civil servants were also allowed to take car and
computer | oans every five years. Housing | oans were increased. Mre
al | owances, especially for those in the security forces were introduced
Even at the height of the economic crisis, no civil servant was retrenched
as conmpared to the thousands in the private sector.

Neit her were there salary cuts. Al though the paynent of allowances was
frozen, this was only tenporary.

Cuepacs' request that the pension formula and the New Renuneration
System (NRS) be revi ewed has al so received the Governnent's attention.

The Public Service Departnment has al nbst conpleted its study on the NRS
revision. Inthe run-up to today's election, all three contenders have
al nost simlar pledges.

Topping the list is arevision in the pension forrmula, five-day week
work, longer maternity | eave, the abolishnent of the NRS, annual bonus and
extendi ng the tine-based pronotion schene.

The opposers feel that the present |eadership has not been vocal enough
in"telling-off" the Governnent in some instances, such as that requiring
themto sign up a good behavi our agreenent.

(The present |eadership has, however, voiced its displ easure about
this).

Al t hough sonme del egates feel that the 54-year-old Siva shoul d make way
for Yusof as he would not be able to conplete his termand woul d have
turned 57 by the tinme the next election is held, this argunment was not
expected to reduce support for the educationist.

Yusof is also not expected to pose nmuch threat as in the | ast el ection
al t hough he nay get nore protest votes this tinme - fromthose who stil
carried the 1998 grudge and fromthose who are unhappy with the way he
deal s with the Governnent.

And wi th debutant Rami not expected to pose any threat, Siva is poised
to | ead Cuepacs for another term
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