03/ 01/ 2001
I ndi an conmunity here needs urgent attention

S. Raj al i ngam
| REFER to the Question and Answer Session with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad (NST, Dec 29) and, in particular, to one question

This is: "WIIl the BN s defeat in Lunas change the chem stry of
powersharing within the BN especially with the MC?"

The Prime Mnister's answer to this is indeed pleasing and has given
renewed hope to I ndi ans.

His answer: "No, we still stick by our agreenent that we have to give
M C sone seats where the nunber of Indian voters is small. There are no
constituencies where the Indian voters are the majority, but the Chinese
and Mal ay voters nust help M C because in other places, MC can beat the
nunbers just to tilt the result in favour of Barisan Nasional in places
where we expect the majority to be very snmall."

Dr Mahathir's optimstic vision on this is highly appreciated, but with
the current political scenario, and if it still continues until the next
general election, there is little hope for any candidate fromthe mnority
community to win any Parlianment or State seat, whether they are fromthe
Qpposition or the ruling party.

The I ndian community since i ndependence has shown undivided loyalty to
the Governnment. It has supported the Alliance Party and now the BN with
sincerity. Its support has renai ned constant, stable and has never
fl uct uat ed.

However, the question here is, has the Indian comunity benefited from
the Governnent's policies and plans? By now 10 per cent of the nation's
econony shoul d have been in the hands of the Indian conmunity, but
according to statistics, the community holds | ess than one per cent.

Who i s hol ding the bal ance nine per cent? Wat efforts have been taken
to date to rectify this situation by the community | eaders and the
gover nnment ?

The Indian community lags behind in all aspects. For instance there is:

* Very |ow intake of Indian students into the universities. Even those
of fered adm ssion get in only for |ess inportant courses.

* Difficulty in obtaining governnment schol arships to further higher
educati on.

* No opportunities for the comunity to obtain enploynment in the public
sector. Indians enployed in the governnent do not see future prospects for
pronotion. The private sector al so shows prejudice towards hiring Indians
for inportant jobs.

* Difficulty in obtaining trading licenses to carry on busi ness.

* Less chance of obtaining financial assistance fromfinancial
institutions and fromfunds nmanaged by t he Governnent.

* Limted shares for the Indian conmunity in the stock market,
especially on privati sed governnment agenci es.

* Insufficient airtine for Tam | programres on tel evision.

The Government shoul d take a serious view of the plight of the
community. Its leaders should neet to fornmulate a strategic action plan
for inmprovenent and submit it to the Governnment and ensure the Governnent
accepts it for inplenentation.

It is sad to note that |eaders of Indian-based political parties, both
outside and within the BN, and those | eaders fromparties which have a big
menber shi p of Indians, have tinme only to safeguard their positions and
privil eges.



It is a Neeya Naana (You or Me) attitude. While Dr Mahathir is calling
for Malay unity, how about unity anobng our Indian comunity | eaders.

Coni ng back to the question of |Indian candidates for the next genera
el ection, | would propose that:

* At least 10 seats be reserved for the community in the Parlianent and
at least a mininumof five seats in a State where the Indian population is
| ar ge.

The nom nees for these seats shall be frompolitical parties, NGCs,
and i ndi vi dual s who are capabl e of representing the comunity. If | am not
w ong such a practcie is adopted in sone countri es.

The Governnent should reviewits policies to safeguard the rights of the
mnorities.
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