16/ 05/ 2001

I ndi an newspapers prai se our infrastructure and success of MSC

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Senior Indian journalists covering Atal Behari

Vaj payee's visit to Malaysia were practically bow ed over after seeing
devel opnents that have taken place here, one likening Kuala Lunpur to New
York except that "all the nmodern infrastructure is brand new'

For starters, The Pioneer newspaper said, Kuala Lunmpur has bl ossoned
into an incredi ble nmetropolis.

"Multi-level flyovers criss-cross the city, el evated expressways bl aze
their way through the old, colonial portion, and skyscrapers are so
nunerous that occasionally one is msled into thinking this is New York
except that they are all brand new. Kual a Lunmpur boasts the world's
tall est building, the Petronas Twin Towers, a splendid feat of
architecture.™

Despite a debilitating economc crisis that rocked the East Asian
countries in 1997-98, Ml aysia, the newspaper said, is on the verge of
successfully conpleting the first phase of its cyber dream- the
Mul ti medi a Super Corri dor

A visit to the plush, e-connected and ecol ogically desi gned headquarters
of the Multinedia Devel opnent Corporation was an eye-opener, it went on to
say.

"Cyberjaya is a tale of a dreamturning into reality, brick by brick,
click by click, building by building, expressway by expressway," it said.

The Pi oneer al so noted that 429 conpani es have al ready | ocated
t hensel ves in Cyberjaya agai nst a target of 500 that was to be achi eved by
2003.

Apart from cyber connectivity, the fascinating aspect of the MSCis the
expressway network, the newspaper said.

"Everything is state-of-the-art in Cyberjaya, although the planning is
meti cul ous enough to ensure that the green cover remains unscathed," it
sai d.

India's top selling daily, The Tines of India, highlighted the |ast-

m nute hitches that prevented the signing of an extradition treaty between
both countri es.

The signing woul d have facilitated getting Italian busi nessman Qtavio
Quattrochi back to India to face trial in the Bofors pay-off case.

The official explanation for not signing the treaty now, the newspaper
said was that such treaty negotiations involved a tinme consum ng process.

"The donestic |laws of both countries need to be reconciled. An
extradition treaty al so i nvol ves a nunmber of agencies on both sides and
thus it can get stuck at one agency or the other," it said.

The newspaper said the RVM6.7 billion railway |ine barter deal signed by
both countries hinged periously on the question of inmport duty reduction
by India on pal moil

"The issue is far frombeing sorted out. Al that |India assured Ml aysia
isthat it will look for a nutually acceptabl e solution given the
trenendous donestic constraints," the newspaper said.

The news service said it was obvious fromthe MU signed between | ndi an
Rai | way Construction Conpany and Mal aysi an Transport Mnistry that the
counter trade deal would fall flat in case the inport duty on palmoil is
not reduced by India.

The Hi ndustan Times said India and Mal aysi a have agreed to hol d regul ar
consultations to forge a common approach to Wrld Trade Organi sation



i ssues.

Both the countries want the Uruguay round fully inplenmented and feel
that contentious issues should be kept out of the WO agenda.

I ndia al so hoped to have greater interaction with Asean through
Mal aysia. Malaysia is the country co-ordinator for India till 2003.

The newspaper said apart fromthe MUs, direct banking ties were al so
di scussed yesterday. "Bank of Baroda has been allowed to set up a branch
in Mal aysi a, where no Indian bank now operates.™

The Tribune reported Atal Behari as saying that no progress could be
made on the Kashmir issue till Pakistan ceased ai di ng cross-border
terrorismin India. This was conveyed to Dr Mahat hir during the one-to-one
meet i ng.

"He (Atal Behari) recalled that he had gone to Pakistan in the bus to
Lahore two years ago in a bid to break the | ogjamwhich had bl ocked
progress in relations between the two countries. And what did we get in
return? Kargil."

The Deccan Heral d highlighted Dr Mahathir's displ easure over the nove by
the I ndi an Governnent to hike inport duty on pal moil

The Newspaper Today highlighted Mal aysia's stand on terrorism It quoted
Dr Mahathir as saying that Mal aysia was opposed to all kinds of terrorism
including state terrorism
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