13 MAY 2001
Vaj payee- Arrival
I NDI AN PRI ME M NI STER VAJPAYEE ARRI VES FOR FOUR- DAY VISI T

By: R Ravi chandran

SEPANG May 13 (Bername) -- Indian Prine Mnister Atal Bihari Vaj payee
arrived here today for a four-day visit to boost econonmic ties and enhance
cooperation in various fields between his country and Mal aysia with which
it has a long history of cultural and trade |inks.

The special Air India jetliner carrying the Indian | eader and his
135- menber del egation which includes the country's top 75 captains of
i ndustries |landed at the KL International Airport (KLIA) here at about
6. 30pm

On hand to receive Vaj payee were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar and Deputy Information M nister Datuk Khalid Yunus who is the
M ni ster-in-Attendance. Al so present was India' s H gh Commi ssioner to
Mal aysi a Veena Sikri.

On alighting fromthe plane, Vajpayee was al so greeted by a group of
children who waved the Mal aysian and I ndian flags as they sang the song
"Rasa Sayang."

Three officers and 31 nen under the command of Captain Roslan Mohanad
struck the "one-side guard-song” as the Prine Mnister wal ked al ong the red
car pet .

Vaj payee' s entourage includes Informati on Technol ogy M ni ster Pranod
Mahaj an and the M nister of State for Commerce and I ndustry Qmar Abdul | ah.

The last Indian Prine Mnister to visit Ml aysia was P.V. Narasi mha Rao
in 1995. @ her Indian | eaders who had visited Malaysia in the past include
the late Jawarhal al Nehru, the late Prinme Mnister Indira Gandhi and forner
Prime Mnister Visvanath Pratap Singh.

Vaj payee's visit was supposed to have taken place in early February but
was deferred foll owi ng the devastating earthquake in the west Indian state
of Cujarat.

The visit to Malaysia, is the first for the 75-year-old Indian | eader
who took over as Prime Mnister of the world' s | argest denocracy in Cctober
1999, following the victory of his Bharatiya Janata Party | ed National
Denocratic Alliance.

The visit comes at a tinme when both countries enjoy very strong
econom c ties with many Mal aysi an conpani es undertaki ng contracts worth
billion of ringgit involving nostly road and infrastructure projects in
I ndi a.

India which is the biggest inporter of Ml aysian palmoil is also
Mal aysia's largest trading partner in South Asia. India' s bilateral trade
with Mal aysia amounted to US$2.491 billion during 1999-2000 peri od,
regi stering a grow h of about 29 per cent over the previous year.

Since introduci ng economc liberalisation in 1991, India with a G oss
Domestic Product (GDP) of US$375 billion and over 1 billion people has
t oday becone one of the nobst prom sing energing markets in Asia.

Tororrow, Vajpayee will call on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad at Putraj aya and exchange views on bilateral, regional and
i nternational issues. Prior to that Vajpayee will be accorded an offi cial
wel cone at Putrajaya, the country's administrative capital.

Vaj payee will also witness the signing of bilateral agreenents and a
Menor andum of Understanding in the area of I T cooperation, free visa
travel, tourismas well avoi dance of double taxation. Dr Mahathir will host
a dinner for Vajpayee at Seri Perdana, Putrajaya, tonorrow.

On Tuesday, Vajpayee will deliver a keynote address at the



I ndi a- Mal aysi a Busi ness Forum at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre to be
attended by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw .

On Wednesday, the Indian |eader will speak on "lIndia and Asean: Shared
Per spectives" at a function organi sed by the Institute of D plomacy and
Forei gn Rel ati ons.

India and Mal aysia are nmenbers of the Commonweal th, the Non-Aligned
Moverrent (NAM) and the Asean Regi onal Forum (ARF), anong others.

Despite his busy schedul e, Vajpayee will take the opportunity to visit
the world' s tallest buildings,the Petronas Twin Towers and the
Mal aysi a-1 ndi a Technol ogy Exhibition at PWC and take a "city drive" in
Kual a Lunpur.
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