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| ndi ans' share of national wealth ~anpunts to RML6b'

Bal an Mbses; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Challenging critics who clainmed | ndi ans were poor,
M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the conmunity's share of
national wealth was a respectable RML6 billion.

Saying the critics had a blinkered view, the Wrrks M ni ster added t hat
this was because they neasured the state of Indian well-being using estate
wor kers as a yardsti ck.

In an interview with the New Sunday Tines (see P29), he said although
I ndians held only 1.5 per cent of equity worth RWP billion they al so had
busi nesses worth RM7 billion.

"The critics refuse to see how | ndi ans have i nproved. They have a
blinkered view, refusing to look left or right but only at the estate
wor ker . "

He said Indians nade up only about 30 per cent of estate workers and
their standard of living could not be used as yardstick for the whole
comuni ty.

He said there were 50, 000 busi nesses regi stered under |ndians of which
20, 000 were snmal |l businesses |like van and small lorry operators,
restaurateurs and those in the metal business.

Asked about Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s decision to allow former
Chi nese nmenbers of Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar) which had been
dissolved to join Umo, he said the MC was prepared to join an expanded
Umo in future, which could represent all races.

Umo coul d be called the United Ml aysi an Nati onal Organisation to
represent the interests of all Ml aysi ans, he said.

"I anticipate this happening one day. The Prime Mnister's nove at the
monent points towards that sort of attitude.™

On whether the M C would work closer with parties within the Barisan
Nasi onal like the People's Progressive Party and Gerakan to ensure | ndi ans
had a solid platformfor representation, he said this was bei ng done on
the prem se that the M C was the sole voice of the Indians in the
Gover nment .

"There nust be sonebody to present the aspirations of the Indian
comunity. A multi-racial party cannot do that. If they talk only about
the needs of Indians, the other comunities they represent woul d be
upset."

On the econom c position of Indians, he said the popul ar perception that
they were poor was wong. This was because critics based their views on
the condition of estate workers who were generally poor but only
represent ed about 30 per cent of the conmunity.

On why it was difficult for himto accept the Indian Progressive Front
president Datuk M G Pandithan back into the party, he said: "I gave him
my hand but he spat at it after which we felt there was no point talking
to himanynore."
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