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| NDI A- PAKI STAN NEED TO RESCLVE PROBLEM THROUGH NEGOTI ATI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said I ndia and Paki stan shoul d resol ve what ever probl ens they may
have t hrough negoti ati ons.

"As two nei ghbouring countries, they should sit down and talk," he told
Bernama at his office, here today.

Dr Mahathir said he was against the use of mlitary action to resolve
any probl em

I ndi a and Paki stan have traded tit-for-tat sanctions begi nning
yesterday with both sides inposing diplomatic and air overflight sanctions
on one anot her.

There has been increasing tension between the nuclear rivals since a
bl oody Dec 13 attack on India's parlianent.

I ndia bl ames two Paki stani-based Islanmc mlitant organisations and
i nsists that Pakistan cracks down on both groups and their | eaders.

Paki st an, however, has put the | eader of Jaish-e-Mhamuad, one of the
two groups India blames for the attack on Parlianent, under house arrest.
It has frozen funds of the other, Lashkar-e-Tai ba.

"I don't like the use of nmilitary force to resolve any problem as two
nei gbouring countries with (diplomatic) ties, they should sit down and
di scuss the matter," he said.

Dr Mahathir said what was happening to India was not on the instruction
of the Paki stani government but it was done "probably by the peopl e of
Paki st an who acted by thensel ves."

"This is also the case in Palestine, it is not the Pal estinian
governnment that is commting the violence but the extrem st groups.

"What woul d happen to Malaysia if terrorists fromhere attack another
country...then we would have to go to war with that country,” he said.

If this happened then many countries would be attacked and the world
woul d be in chaos, he said.

"In the Taliban army there were people from Sudan, Libya, Sonalia...
woul d the western mlitary force attack these countries because of the
action of their irresponsible nationals,"” he said.

Speaki ng on another matter, Dr Mahathir reiterated Mal aysia's stand
that the country would not give protection to former Governor of the
Aut ononmous Regi on for Miuslim M ndanao, Nur M suari .

He said it was not easy to give protection to Nur M suari because
Mal aysi a had repeatedly made statenents that it would not protect anyone
who advocated terrorism anywhere.

"He should not run off to Malaysia...he should have gone to ot her
countries, we have issued statenents and we nust stick to it, otherw se
people will not trust us," he said.

He said this when asked to comment on the statenent by Nur Msuari's
wi fe, Tarhata |brahimwho was allowed to visit the former governor at Bukit
Aman yest er day.

After meeting with Msuari, Tarhata said her husband had sought the
goodwi | I of the Ml aysian government to give himprotection from being sent
back to the Phili ppines.

Nur M suari was detained at Pul au Janpiras, Sabah, on Nov 24 for
attenpting to enter Malaysia illegally fromsouthern Philippines follow ng
hi s unsuccessful revol ution against Mnil a.

Dr Mahathir also said if a terrorist fromMalaysia later fled to the



Phi i ppi nes "how would we feel if the Philippines gave protection to the
Mal aysi an terrorist.”

He said Mal aysia had her own responsibility to her neighbours and it
was not Mal aysia's wish to see Nur M suari being sent back to the
Phi i ppi nes.

In fact, he added, Mal aysia had hel ped Nur M suari to becone governor
but after becom ng governor, he declared war on the Philippine governnent.

"It was not just a declaration, action had al so been taken and many
people had died. If we are seen to take the matter that is occurring in a
nei ghbouring country lightly, we may one day face the sanme problem" he
added.
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