31/ 05/ 2001
I ndonesi an arny on high alert

Habhaj an Singh in Jakarta
JAKARTA, Wed: | ndonesia has again found itself in the grip of hei ghtened
tensions, this time over debates in Parlianment to i npeach the President.

The security forces have been put on the high alert with a "shoot to
kill" order agai nst denonstrators around the Parlianent.

At at 7.00pmlocal time, the I ndonesian | egi sl ature appeared to be
nmovi ng i nto hi gh gear by all owi ng the People's Consultative Assenbly ( MPR)
to proceed with the special session to inpeach Abdurrahman Wahi d.

Hal f an hour earlier, seven of the 10 factions in the 500-seat House of
Representatives (DPR) had voi ced support for the notion to be carri ed.

Two factions opposed the motion while as expected the security forces
abst ai ned.

Presi dent Abdurrahnman Wahi d, who came into office in October 1999,
remai ned defiant, calling the action as "a rape of the political process".

"He has no plans to resign," said his spokesman after the enbattl ed
President |left the convention centre where the Group of 15 (G 15) Summit
i s held.

And t he Presi dent, who | eads the Nati onal Awakening Party (PKB), still
has one card to play, that is an "energency decree", which woul d declare a
state of civil energency and suspend the DPR

"He is still undecided whether to i ssue the decree," the spokerman sai d.

The DPR and t he Presi dent are consi dered equal s under | ndonesi an | aw.

Only the MPR, the highest |egislative body in Indonesia, can renove the
Presi dent after considering the DPR s recommendati ons.

As for the G 15 Sunmmit of devel opi ng nations fromAsia, Africa and Latin
Anerica, it was pretty much business as usual .

Anong the five world | eaders here to attend the neeting are Mal aysi an
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Zi mbabwe Presi dent
Robert Mugabe.

Its venue is a nere lkmfromthe Parlianment, with nmost of the del egates
and journalists staying at Hilton Hotel adjacent to the convention centre.

In the past few days, thousands of Qus Dur's supporters had decended
upon the city of 12 million people.

And t here has been reported viol ence in East Java, Gus Dur's power base,
overshadowi ng the G 15 sunmit's openi ng cerenony today.

Despite the tight security, thousands of marchi ng Abdurrahman supporters
were seen stream ng past the sunmit centre on their way to the DPR
compl ex.

The DPR had begun neeting at 9.00am at about the sanme tinme Gus Dur was
delivering his G 15 Sunmit address.

The President's rivals have attacked himover his recent statenents,
especially for claimng that six of the country's provi nces woul d decl are
i ndependence i f i npeachment proceedi ngs were i nstituted, thus threatening
"national disintegration" and mass unrest.

They sai d such statenents were "irresponsi bl e" and "unbecom ng" for the
President and that it was his responsibility to maintainthe integrity and
unity of the country.

The push to i npeach the President is | ed by the 153-seat |ndonesian
Denocratic Party (PD-P), headed by Vice-President Megawati Sukarnoputri.

Al'so in favour of the nove is Col kar, the second bi ggest faction in the
DPR with 120 seats.
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