23 JUL 2001
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| NDONESI AN CRISIS | S REPUBLI C S OAWN PROBLEM SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the current political devel opnent in Indonesia is the
republic's own problemand it is the right of Indonesians to take whatever
deci si on.

"It is Indonesia' s problemand we hope whatever they do brings good to
Indonesia. It is the Indonesians own right according to their own | aws," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir told reporters this when approached here today on the
| at est devel opnent in |Indonesia which saw vice president Megawati
Sukar noputri taking over the presidency after the People' Consultative
Counci| voted to oust president Abdurrahman Wahid.

The prime mnister earlier |aunched the Wnen and Fami |y Devel opnment
M ni stry's canpai gn agai nst violence in society.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about Ml aysia's stand regarding its ties
wi th Indonesia followi ng Megawati's installation as the republic's new
pr esi dent.

"We have relations with the governnment that is recogni sed as the
government of Indonesia. W do not decide which one we want to recognise,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir also said Mal aysia was concerned over Indonesia's stability
in the wake of the current turnoil.

"We are concerned that Indonesia should be stable,” said Dr Mahathir.

The prime mnister also hoped that |Indonesia would be spared from
vi ol ent upheavals followi ng reports that Abdurrahman's supporters were out
to create disturbances.

"There had been tal ks about sone attenpts at violence...|l hope not," Dr
Mahat hi r added.
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