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| NDONESI A' S FAMOUS NATRABU TO OPEN QUTLET I N KL

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, June 13 (Bernama) -- Indonesian restaurant, "Natrabu" popul ar
for its "Nasi Padang,”" a Mnang cuisine, will spread its wings to Kual a
Lunpur under a joint-venture with the state-owned Perbadanan Nasi onal
Berhad (PNS) by August this year.

A Menor andum of Under st andi ng on the proposed joint-venture was signed
here between the Natrabu M nang Restaurant’'s lIvo Sutan and PNS Chi ef
Executive O ficer, Shaharin Shaharudin, here yesterday.

Shaharin told Bernama that PNS had yet to decide on the exact |ocation
of the restaurant but had earmarked three or four places at the city
centre.

He said the joint-venture woul d put Natrabu on a hi gher business
positioning as this was its first joint venture outside |Indonesia, with
future plan to spread to Singapore and Brunei where the M nangkabau food
was popul ar anong the people of the region.

Nat rabu, short for National Travel Bureau, operating as airlines and
travel agent as its initial business venture, prove to be a nust-go for
M nangkabau or al so known as Padang food connoi sseurs, especially anong the
elites, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

VWhen Dr Mahathir was here to attend the Goup of 15 summit |ast nonth,
he and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali had | unch at Natrabu.
The prime mnister nakes it a point to visit the restaurant whenever he is
here.

Natrabu is not just well known for its high quality food and prickler to
the taste-bud but also its enchanting traditional feature as prom nently
projected in its interior decoration.

"W will maintain the authentic taste of Natrabu cooking and blend its
feature with traditional and nodern outl ook," Shaharin said.

PNS, an agency tasked with the effort of devel opi ng bum putera
entreprenuership, will also operate by Septenber, a Mexican food joint,
"Eltorita" the fastest growi ng Mexi can food chain in the US.

The agency had so far two joint-ventures with the US firnms in the
services industry -- Service Master operating hone service industry and the
Dwayer G oup, for cleaning service. -- BERNAVA
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