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MALAYSI A" Si nformation technol ogy (I T) sector | auds the enphasi s gi ven by
t he Governnent to nmake Mal aysia an I T and nul ti nedi a conmuni cati ons hub in
the regi on by 2005 when the Ei ght Ml aysia Pl an (8MP) ends.

Skal i G oup president Tengku Farith Rt haudeen sai d both t he Gover nment
and the private sector woul d garner their resources together to realise,
execute and i npl ement this vision.

"Efforts by both sectors are al ready underway to nake Mal aysia a
regional I T hub by 2005," Tengku Farith said in a statenment rel eased in
Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

The 8MP was tabled by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad in
Parlianent on Monday.

"The rise of IT, multinedia and comuni cations sector bear witness to
Mal aysi a's exploitation and capitalisationonits enornous potential in
addressing the international platform" Tengku Farith said.

He added these will result in a wider narket expansion and encourage
proper execution of skilled human capital, expertise, in depth experience
and rich resources.

"I'ts benefits can al so have a spillover effect on rural areas where
adequat e and nunerous training will be given to village folk of all
races," he said.

He added wonen particularly can now have a greater avenue to nmarket
their products both locally and internationally with the advent of e-
commerce and the Internet.

"However, we need to strive to create a conduci ve I T surroundi ng where
permanent and dedi cated traini ng sessions can be given consistently to
hel p sustain interest and di spel worries and phobias of the IT world," he
sai d.

"To eradicate fear of the technicalities of the IT, sinplified training
inalay man's termis needed within this sector.™

He added the comunity needs to capitalise on the IT nmedi umwherever it
i s accessible in a sinple and conprehensi ve manner wit hin the perineter
set by the Government.

"The incorporation of the Internet is without a doubt the new paradi gm
shift that will shape and outline part of the Ml aysi an econony.

"Wth the strength of an I T-savvy society, equipped with a broad range
of know edge and resources, Malaysia will one day stand tall in the
worl d," he concl uded.
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