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| NFORMATI ON TECHNCOLOGY MASTERPLAN URGENTLY NEEDED, DEWAN RAKYAT TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- A government backbencher told the
Dewan Rakyat here today that an information technol ogy masterplan is
urgently needed to ensure that the country is capable of facing challenges
inthe IT industry.

Dat uk Ahmad Husni Hanadzl ah (BN Tanbun) said that the governnent woul d
be better able to plan and stimulate the IT industry if the masterplan
pl anned earlier, became a reality.

"Matters like the rate of conputer literacy, the percentage of computer
owner ship, frequency of internet access, IT utilisation in the industries
and the public sector and the neans to expedite the marketing of |oca
software coul d be | ooked into," he said during the debate on the 2002
Budget .

He said that the shortage of IT experts should not be cited to hinder
the progress of the industry because |local IT experts could stil
contribute towards the progress of the IT industry through venture capital
proj ects.

He proposed that the government send academics in the IT field to
deepen their know edge and experience abroad especially in the Silicon
Val | ey.

Local universities with lacklustre record in the IT field was anong the
factors hindering the country's aspiration to produce nore expertise in the
field, he said.

Referring to the allegation by Abdul Rahman Yusof (Keadil an-Kenmaman)
that many IT projects like the E-Village had failed, Husni said that such
projects were at the initial stage and it was premature to say that they
had fail ed.

He was confident that the IT projects including the E-Vill age were
feasi bl e and woul d show progress in the future.

Meanwhi | e, Dat uk Ruhani e Ahrmad (BN-Parit Sulong) said that the action
by PAS to politicise the Islamc state issue had confused the people and
had i nduced sonme Muslins to hate Umo and the Bari san Nasi onal

"What is even nore serious are the differences anong Muslins ignited by
PAS which has led to the energence of what is known as the Kunpulan Mlitan
Mal aysia (KMV) aspiring to set up an Islamic state in Ml aysia by force,"
he said.

He said that PAS had clainmed to be a party which "opposes any form of
vi ol ence and terrorist tendencies" but was cynical when the government
arrested several KMM nenbers under the Internal Security Act (I1SA). PAS
needs to state its stand on the KMM he said.

Ruhani e al so said that PAS had all eged that Ml aysia was a secul ar
state but recently Dr Syed Azman Syed Ahnad Nawawi ( PAS-Kual a Ter engganu),
when proposing a notion on the retaliatory attacks on Afghanistan by the
United States, acknow edged that Ml aysia was an Islamc country.

"The statement by the Kual a Terengganu MP came out of his sub-conscious
m nd. This shows that Mal aysia being an Islanmc country has al ways been on
the m nd of the Kual a Terengganu MP," he said.

Ruhani e al so raised the issue of the publication of "nosquito
tabl oi ds", taking advantage of the | oopholes in the Home Mnistry
procedures that permts are not required for periodicals, and creating
frictions within the comunity.

He said that the publications would have different headi ng each tine



but they are produced by the sane printers.

"I call on the government to inpose stricter conditions for such
publications. It is not to curb freedom but such reports nust be
responsi bl e,” he said.

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) proposed that the governnent think of
ways to successfully inplenent the policy for the diversification of
products, exports and markets so that the country would not be overly
dependent on oil, commodities and el ectronics products.

He said that in the tourismsector, the governnent shoul d upgrade
facilities at tourist destinations including the tourist information
centres to achieve the target of 12 million tourists.

Wth the 2002 Budget allocation of RVOO million for tourism pronotion
activities, he said that information at tourist information centres should
be coordinated by the Mal aysia Tourism Pronoti on Board.

Hoo Seong Chang (BN Kluang) said that drafters of policies and business
| eaders in Asia should be cautious in the wake of uncertainties in the
gl obal econony at present to avoid other problens.

He said that the decline in foreign demand for export goods woul d
hi nder economic growmh in npbst countries in the region

Hoo al so said that the Education Mnistry should encourage private
institutions of higher learning to expand their capacity by setting up new
canpuses to provi de adequate educational opportunities for school -1 eavers.

Dat uk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan (PBS-Keningau) said that the
declaration by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that Ml aysia
was an Islamc country and an anendnment to the constitution was not
necessary was a guarantee that the governnent would continue to allow
freedom of worship as enshrined in the constitution.

"There is no probl em because the decision (declaration of an Islamc
country) provides a quarantee that freedom of worship in Ml aysia remains,”
he said, while supporting the governnent's initiatives to curb religious
extrem smand fanaticism

The Dewan will sit again tonorrow
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