28/ 12/ 2001
12 apol ogi se to King and PM

Sat want Si ngh
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Twelve of the 19 Al -M' unah nenbers, who were found
guilty by the H gh Court of wagi ng war agai nst the Yang di - Pertuan Agong,
mtigated today, with sonme of them apologising to the King for their
actions.

Some of them al so apol ogised to the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, the Government, the security forces and the public.

Ten mtigated through their counsel while two others choose to mitigate
on their own.

They urged the court to inpose a natural life inprisonnent instead of
the death penalty.

The other seven nenbers of the group will nitigate tonorrow.

Today, eight nmenbers apol ogi sed to the King.

They were Zahit Mislim Jarmal udin Darus, |IbrahimDris, Jemari Jusoh,
Mohamad Faudzi Handan, Nasruddi n Mohd Jail ani, Ahnmad Sar kawi Sul ong,
Zai nal Mbhd Jai |l ani

In mtigation, |lawer Karpal Singh, for group | eader Mohd Anmi n Mohd

Razali, said this was the first case of its kind, where 19 people were
convicted for an offence of wagi ng war agai nst the King.
Karpal, who described natural life inprisonment as "living death", said

I ndi an cases on similar offences showed the death penalty was only inposed
inthe "rarest of the rare".

"This case is not the rarest of the rare."

He added that despite Amin's role of being the | eader and findi ngs of
the court, it did not warrant a death penalty.

Karpal said Anin was in the arnmy for six years, was married and had four
young chil dren.

Counsel Kamarul H sham Kamaruddin, who mitigated for Idris Anas, said
the death penalty was not justified for his client, who is married and had
five children.

He said Idris did not run away fromBukit Jenalik as he was afraid of
bei ng shot at by Amin or by the security personnel who had surrounded the
area then.

"He (ldris) joined Al -Ma unah for a noble purpose. He may have been
m sgui ded, but it was for a noble cause,” he said, adding lIdris had al so
taught children religious | essons.

Lawyer Syed Azi mal Syed Abu Bakar, for Kamarudin Mustafar, said his
client was previously an inspector with Petronas.

Karmarudin, he said, is married and has seven children.

He sai d Kamarudin was the sole bread wi nner of his fam |y and he al so
supported his aged nother, while his father died during the trial.

Counsel Rizal Chek Hashim representing Abdul Ghani Ali @Ahmad, said
his client, who worked as a |l ecturer, has two children and was the sole
breadwi nner of his famly

"His role was superficial and limted to (being) a follower," he said.

Ri zal said Abdul Ghani regreted the incident and there was no evi dence
to show that he was involved in any of the planning.

Lawyer Zabidi Mhaned said his client Zahit, who has seven children, had
served the police for 10 years with a clean record

Jamal udi n, who has two schooling children, said he never fired a shot at
Bukit Jenalik and was still attached to the armed forces at the tine of
t he i nci dent.



He had then already served the arnmed forces for 20 years with an
unbl em shed record, he added.

Anot her accused, |brahim who broke down during his nitigation, said he
only entered the group about one nonth and three weeks before the
i ncident. He has six children.

"There is nothing that | gained from(joining) A -M'unah," said
I brahim He al so said he had a clean record throughout his service with
t he arned forces.

Lawyer Zamani |brahim who appeared for Jenmari, a driver, said his
client was renorseful

"Pubic interest would best be served if the accused is given a second
chance by inposing life inprisonment,” he said, urging the court to
"tanper justice with nercy."”

Counsel Zul karnain Lukman said his clients, Mdhd Faudzi, Ahmad Sarkawi
and brot hers Nasarudin and Zai nal, had no i nportant positions in the group
and were not involved in any of the planning.
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